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p T a do, when, lite the gg, 2h. 
fipation and politics divide and eng | 
the general attentian; 4 publication 8-42; 
— fubjet of religion may. feem to re- 8 
guire an apology. And of all kinds of 
religious publication, perhaps none flands 
more in need of one, than Controverſy. 
Jenorance regards it with a ſu -ſbicious 
ee; and error cries it down. Mor tis 
the enmity of the one, or the ſuſpicion of 
the other entertained without good — | 
fon , for it is their greateſt foe, No- 
thing however to an inquiſitive mind 
affords more ſatis fatttion, than the pur- „ 
ſuit of truth: and in the pre Uo inſtances 2 
1 hold it my du 1 al 
we: = Ala. 
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A late publication , calculated, under 
tie pretence of Materialiſm, to eſtabliſh 
the Socinian's tenets, firſt excited my at- 
tention +; and a recent defence & of tie 
fame doftrines hath engaged my further 
 adverſion to a ſubje, as Ihave been ever 
uſed to conſider it, of no light concern. For 
thinking, as I do, the deſign of the Deſt 
appears to me not more inimical to Chri- 
ftianity, than that of the Socinian; the 
E 1 between them is only the dif- 


ference, 


| * Diſquiſitions on Matter and * By Dr. - 
Prieſtley. 
ls dee aca” and 
the application of that doctrine to the pre-exiſtence 
of Chriſt, 


{ Diſſertation on the prefatory verſes of St. John's 
Salve. by the Rev. J. Lindſey. | 
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ference, of a diſguiſed enemy, and. an 
open and avowed one. 


Nor in this refle@tion am 1 conſeious 
of too much aſperity ; for, on Socinian 
principles, I ſee not how any man can 
| be a Chriſtian. To ſuppoſe all thoſe 
various texts of ſcripture, ſo ' expreſsly 
declaring the pre-exiſtence of Chriſt, to 


have been ene for fifteen hun- 
dred years, and at laft explained by 
refining 


I am aware that the baſis of the Socinian doc- 
trines, the mere and abſolute humanity of Chriſt, 
was a hereſy of very early times. It was the doc- 
trine of Cerinthus, and Ebion ; and afterwards of 
Theodotus Scytes, or the Currier ; who, in order 
to get rid of thoſe texts in St. John's goſpel, which 
militate ſo irreſiſtibly againſt that favourite dogma, 
denied the authenticity of it: a much more ready and 
compendious method of evading the force of them, 
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nn their Wein labours under figures and metaphors ta 
mentions among a variety of other hereſies; yet it 


| {iderable party to ſupport it; till the time of Servetus 


by nine hundred part of Chriſtendom. 


i em way,  refotoing the rear. | 
e/t affertions into metifhors and figures = 
and arbitrarily impoſing on words and 
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fritter them away. To thoſe may be added Paul of 
Samoſate, and Artemon. But though the doctrine, 
aſſerting Chriſt to have been UN arb, as they 
termed it, firſt advanced by Cerinthus, and propa- 
gated by ſome few of his followers, Epiphanius 


in thoſe early ages to haye been one of the 
whimſical novelties of a few individuals; but never 
to. have extended far, or to have met with a favoura- 


ble reception from any large community of Chriſti- 
ans. It never had; ke the Arian doctrine, a con- 


and. Socinus it never made any great figure, nor 
ſeems ever to have been at any one period embraced 


* * R N 1 U E * 


de moſt bones and natura! one. Te. 
quires a degree of credulity; for which T by 
* cannot give credit to men of the abilities, 
that have dere at 
June e n YI, 


Bt 72 Headley 7 5 of ah Sei 
nian, that they Jeemed of late to have 
« vaniſhed; their interpretations of 
& ſcripture being almoſt univerſally re- 
jected, as inconſiſtemt with all the beſt 
< rules of interpretation + but they are 
* ow,” adds he, * creeping inte fa. 
« faion again *,” The learned prelate's. 
reflection was not more oppoſite to , 
lime in which he wrote, than to the pre- 
* Sec Hoadley's . on the a ef wos 
ſermon. x5 Sax: 
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fent day. Their dodirines, which are 
propagated with unremitting afſidutty, 
under the more faſhionable appellation of 
Unitarian , are continually gaining 

ground : and their publications with in- 


finite zeal and induſtry are every day 
obtruded 


® It is a little remarkable, and has an appearance 
not very favourable to the cauſe of Socinianiſm, that 
the writers moſt zealous in ſupport of its doctrines, 
are generally aſhamed of its name. Le Clerc par- 
ticularly diſclaims the name of a Socinian ; and aſ- 
ſerts, that he has frequently convicted Socinus of 
errors. But however different may have been the 


means, employed- by Socinus and his followers, in 


eſtabliſhing their principles : their grand deſign has 


been uniformly the ſame; the degradation of the 1 


Son of God. And their learned labours have ferved to 
convince me, that the only means of effeAing their 
purpoſe is believing, like Theodotus, juſt as much of 


the New Teſtament as they pleaſe, and throwing the 


reſt away. 
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 obtruded on the world; to which filence, 
I have humbly thought, Is a | very unſa- 
tisfaffory anſwer. 


What think ye of Chriſt? was 4 
queſtion, which Chriſt himſelf propoſed 
| to the Jews, It is a queſtion, which in- 
cludes an article doctrine, the moſt 
important in the whole compaſs of Chri/ti- 

 anity. It regards not any of thoſe mi-. 
nutiæ, that to the diſgrace of religion 
have diſunited Chriſtians on frivolous, 
and ſometimes the moſt ridiculous pre- 
tences, ' I, Chriſt, as the Socinians af= 
ert, was merely and abſolutely mam; the 
the Per fians are not greater idolaters, 
than the chriſtian world : that ſmall part 
of it excepted, which has been enlightened 

by the doctrines of Socinus. If he were 


of . 
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of 4 r fuperior nature, and cle fuck, | 
the Sacinian ts as great un apoftate from 
Or: Ri as Julian himſelf. 


Sr. Jol Frequent ally fm to the pre- 
af of Chri/t, and direct aſſertions 
of it, i they are all to be underſtood, not 
mm their plain and obvious, but in an al- 
Agurical and figurative ſenſe; muſt be 
| pede as coleulated * for pro- 

| = fund 

58 I mention 3 with great PIER to 2 mo- 

dern hiftorian : who, in a late attack upon Chriſtia- 
nity, having been fairly defeated, not by the addreſs 
of wit and ſophiſtry, but by unembelliſhed matter 
of fact, hath renewed his aſſault ; and, ſheltered 
behind the broad ſhield of the Pagan * like Teu- 
* behind the ſturdy Greek, > % 
| | ers Toke e 
ry * g vr — Tax ii Th ,iu , 
| indirectly launches his angry ſhaft againſt the power, 
- that he hath alternately courted and ſlighted, adored 
and denied, 


* 


PR E © CT SE 
found ſcholars, acute and ſubtle. critics. 
And even among thoſe there muſt be an 
eternal diſagreement ; and tropes and 
| figures muſt be variouſly admitted, ac- 
cording to the taſte and imagination of 
the critic. Or if, in reply to this re- 
Jection it be urged, that ſuch tropes 
and figures are frequent with the Eaſtern 
writers, however harſh and unnatural 
- they may ſound in the Weſtern lan- 
guages: yet we are to conſider that the re- 
ligion of Chriſt was an univerſal reli- 
gion, and the doftrines of the Goſpel 
were calculated for the Weſtern, as well 
as the Eaftern hemiſphere. 


But, ſay the Socinians, allow nothing 
to be figurative that is aſſerted in the 
New Teſtament, and you will find there 3 
17 no way of evading any papiſtical argu- 1 
C ments 
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ets in uber of the grofe ft error. 
fuch particularly as tranſubſtantiation. 


I there then no difference between re- 

' ſolving every thing, that has the appear- 
ance of a difficulty, into tropes and fi- 
gures, and never admitting them? If 
expreſſions in their plain and obvious 
WG imply an impoſſibility, from which 

a figurative E ary will free 
them ; there, and there only, we are to 
admit the figure. But we are 10 conſi- 
der, that nothing implies an impoſſibi- 
ity with God, that does not imply a con- 
tradicrion; ſuch as that the ſame thing 
Le round and ſquare, exiſt and not exiſt, 

. at the ſame, &c, | 


Soci nus himſelf was little acquainted 
with antiquity ; and therefore he affett- 
N 8 ed 
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ed to treat the writings of the Fathers 
_ with contempt. His diſciples have fol- 
lowed the example of their great ma-. 
ier; they feldom cite the Fathers, but in 
affeation of ridiculing them; and in 
the attempt have generally evinced, how 
little they underſtood them. That their 
opinions in points of. dofrine, are in- 
Fallible, is not pretended : but as being 
nearer tlie apoſtolic age, and therefore 
_ having better opportunities of being well 
informed in caſes of teſtimony, and mat- 
ters of fact, the Fathers do ſo far un- 
doubtedly de youve our attention. 


. No men are more acute ks the Soci- 
nian writers, in diſcovering difficulties 
in deetrines, to which their own. Minians 

are 


„ 


are qppoſed: none more blind to the in- 
confiſtencies, which the notions they have 
themſetves adopted, involve. Difficut- 
tres have been ſtarted in the dofrine.. 
of Chriſt's pre-exiſtence and divinity ; 
how unjuſtly, I mean not in this place 
to conſider : my preſent deſign be- 
ing only to enquire whether there be no 
drfficulties, no error, no inconſiftency in 
the oppoſite doctrine of Socinus. 


Does the idea, for inſtance, of a Being 
Produced without the inſlrumentality of 
man, by the energettc influence. of the 
Holy Spirit, coincide with our idea of a 
mere and abſolute man or dves it not 
ſuggeſt to us the notion of a Being ſome- 
what gllied in nature to that fupertour 

OX 
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ex! exiſtence, from whence it was Immedi- | 
ately derived ? 


I there no diffi culty, in ſuppoſing a _ 
man, divinely commiſſioned to inſtruk 
the world in the pure worſhip of the 
Deity: while at the ſame time his in- 
N tructions were ſo enigmatically deltuer- 
ed, that inſtead of promoting ſuch pu- 
rity off worſhip, even amidſt thoſe who 
embraced his religion, they produced no- 
thing, in the courſe of” fourteen or E 
| teen hundred Jour „ but a ſcheme of re- 
ligion both in principle and Practice 
roch rdolatrous ; ? 


1s there no difficulty in concerving one 
man, in compenſation for three year 
mint/try and the example of an innocent 


life, 


— 
* 
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life, to Ze raifed in honour, power, uy 
dignity, not only infi nitely beyond tie 
reft of the human race ; but above all 
other items of ſuperior beings: angels, 
and powers, being nat only made infe- 

rior, but ſubject, 10 him? 


1s there no anus in the idea 
of a man, * being conflituted mediator 
between 


® 1 Pet. 3. 22. 
+ la the e I know char 


* Chriſt is by the apoſtle tiled a man. Ther: is one 


mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt Fe/us. 
1 Tim. 2. 5. And the Socinian writers have endea- 
voured to avail themſelves of this and fimilar paſs 
ſages in proof of Chriſt's abſolute humanity. 
Whereas, his being in this ſtate of humiliation ſtiled 
a man, does nothing affe& his pre-exiſtence, and 
glory in a prior ſtate. The evangeliſt aſſerts, that 
he was made, or became, man : and as ſuch he is 
of courſe in ſcripture frequently tiled a man. So, 


PREFACE w 


| between God and man; thit is, berween 
Cal and linſelf? 


But 
Gen. 18, the three angels, one of whom is ſtiled 


the Lord, that is, the immediate meſſenger or angel 
of the Lord, appearing in the form and ſubſtanet 


ol men, are ſtiled men. And, inthe next chapter, 


of the angels, that in the aſſumed ſhape of men, vi- 
| fited Lot, it is ſaid, And tbe men put forth Their bn, 
and pulled Lot into the houſe to them, wid ſhut the dvr. 
Gen. 32, a nan is ſaid to have wreltled with Jacob: 
yet that man, we learn, was no Other than the 
angel of the Lord. For Facob called the nume of that 
place Penus l; becauſe be had there feen Gu fate to 
face. . 
The idea we have of a man, is an organized body, 
of a human form, united with a thinking principle, 
that has the powers of reaſon. Such was Chriſt : 
and therefore ſpoken of in this. ſtate of humiliation, 
he is ſtiled man; juſt as the angels were, in their 
temporary aſſumption of the human ſhape. But 
notwithſtanding the appellative man, when Chriſt is 
ſpoken of in general terms be applied to him, were 


other ſyſtems of ſuperior beings: angels, 
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life, to Ze raifed in honour, power, and 
dignity, not only infinitely beyond the 
reft of the human race ; but above all 


and powers, being not only made infe- 
rior, but ſubject, 10 him7%. 


Ir there n0 e in the then 


of a man, * being conſtituted mediator 
between 


® 1 Pet. 3. 22. 
+ln the very text here alluded to, I know that 
Chriſt is by the apoſtle ſtiled a man. Ther: is one 
mediator between God and man, the man Chrift Feſus. 
1 Tim. 2. 5. And the Socinian writers have endea- 
voured to avail themſelves of this and ſimilar pafs 
ſages in proof of Chriſt's abſolute humanity. 
Whereas, his being in this tate of humiliation ſtiled 
a man, does nothing affe&t his pre- exiſtence, and 
glory in a prior ſtate. The evangeliſt aſſerts, that 
he was made, or became, man: and as ſuch he is 
of courſe in ſcripture frequently ſtiled a man. So, 
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bettbrn God and man; that ir, between 
Cad and himſelf? 


But 


Gen. 18, the three angels, one of whom is ſtiled 
the Lord, that is, the immediate meſſenger or angel 
of the Lord, appearing in the form and ſubiſtanet 
of men, are ſtiled men. And, in the next chapter, 
of the angels, that in the aſſumed ſhape of men, vi- 
| fited Lot, it is aid, Fnd tbe men put forth their bats, 
and pulled Lot into the bouſe to them, mut the door. 
Gen. 32, a man is ſaid to have wreltled with Jacob: 
yet that man, we learn, was no Other than the 
angel of the Lord. For Jacob called the nawe of thit 
place Penuel; becauſe he had there ſeen God fate to 
face. : 

The idea we have of a man, is an organized body, 
of a human form, united with a thinking principle, 
that has the powers of reaſon. Such was Chriſt : 
and therefore ſpoken of in this. ſtate of humiliation, 
he is ſtiled man; juſt as the angels were, in their 
temporary aſſumption of the human ſhape. But 
notwithſtanding the appellative man, when Chriſt is 
ſpoken of in general terms be applied to him, were 


As 


xvi P R E F A CE. 
But not to duell on general ref elli- 
ons, I propoſe in the following pages to 


confine moſes to a free examination of 
the 


5 we minutely to zovelligate his nature; I though 


— 


& 
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in the appearance of man, who was born without 
a father, produced by the energetic influence of 


the Holy Spirit, who could penetrate into the hid- 
den ſecrets of men's hearts, who could at will ſuſ- 
pend the powers of nature, and, by diveſting him- 
ſelf of gravity, or giving a temporary ſolidity to 
the water, walk upon it ; who could exerciſe even 


a creative power in feeding ſeveral thouſand peo- 
ple on ſome morſels, in themſelves infufficient to ſa- 
tisfy a few individuals; and laſtly, who, having been 
dead, aroſe ſrom -the grave, and, his body not 
ſubje& to corruption, but after his reſurrection ex- 


erciſing all the functions of which it was formerly 


poſſeſt, converſed with his diſciples ſeveral days, eat 
and drank with them, and at laſt aſcended openly 
before them into heaven, poſſeſſing powers ſo much 
above thoſe that determine the nature of man, muſt, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, be ſomewhat more than man. 


See Prieſtley on the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
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the Socinian expoſitian of the pre fata 
venſes of St. John's Goſpel. M the in- 
terpretation of thoſe verſes, which So- 
cinus or his followers give, be admitted ; 
every plain aſſertion of the inſpired wri- 
ters may by the ſame wanton ftretch of 
fancy be frit tered awvay. F their eu- 
poſition ſhould by the rules of fair cri 


ticiſm, by reaſon and canimon ſenſe be re- 


rejected; the foundation of Socinianiſm 
will be ſhaken:* and the weak ſuper- 
ftrufture, built on the degradation of 
that more than Prophet, as the Baptiſt 

fiiled 


Nam cum falſa ejus [Johannis Evangelii capi- 
tis primi] interpretatio omnis erroris ſons fuiſſe vi- 
deatur, & Achilles quidem fit eorum, qui ſuis ſo- 
phiſmatis veritatem manifeſtiſſimam tenebris evol- 
verunt ; haud inanem operam me navaturum ſum 
ratus, fi ejus verum ſenſum facillims explicatione 
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Niled him, of the Son of God, as he 
fiiled himſelf, will fall to the ground. 


I will examine firſt the expoſition of 
the Herefrarch himſelf: and afterwards 
that of his diſciples. 


aperirem, & telum hoc ex adverſariorum manibus 
extorqueam. | | 
| Socini pref. in explicat. prim. part. 
| prim. cap. Evang. Johan. 


* 
— — — * — 
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Expoſition of the firft verſes of the feſt Chapter 
of St, John's Goſpel, by Fauſtus Socinus. 


Ver. 1. T tle beginning. © They who 
_< ſuppoſe that by theſe words, in the Begin- 
ning, is pointed out the eternity of Chriſt, 
are confuted by the ſingle conſideration, 
that 


* V. 1. In principis erat Verbum.] Qui hoc loco 
principii nomine Chriſti æternitatem deſignari vo- 
lunt, manifeſtiſſimi erroris, vel ex hoc ſolo convin- 
cuntur, quod nulla ſeu veteris, ſeu novi fœderis 
auctoritate eorum opinio fateatur. Etenim nuſquam 


reperies in ſacris literis principium pro =ternitate 


uſurpari. Qua propter nomen principii in his ver- | | 


verbis, non =ternitatem, ſed ordinem earum rerum 
reſpicere dicimus, quas Johannes de Chriſto dilec- 
tiſimo Dei filio ſcripturus eſt. 


\ 
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< that their opinion is ſupported by no au- 
« thority either of the Old or New Teſta- 
© ment, For you will never find any place 
„in the ſacred writings, where Beginning 
« ſignifies eternity: we therefore conclude 
6 that the term Berinhing, has no reference 
„to eternity, but to the order of thoſe 
* things, of which John was then treating, 
„ concerning Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt beloved + 
* Son of God.” 


REMARk. ] That the word, Begmming, can 
Not refer to that which never had a beginning, 
with Socinus I entirely agree; and therefore 
conclude, that it cannot extend to eternity, 
But that, in various paſlages of ſcripture, 
it refers to the beginning of time, and the 
creation of the world, is too clear to need 


a proof: and I will not heſitate to pronounce, 
that this is the true and proper ſignification 


of che word in the paſſage before us. The 
exiſtence 
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est the Locos however is not by 
this mode of expreſſion confined to the be- 
ginning of the world ; but it is aſſerted, that 
at that period the Logos exiſted. 


The expreſſion is abſolute and general; 
and therefore to underſtand it in a limited 
and reſtrained ſenſe, eſpecially that reſtrain» 

ed ſenſe, to which Socinus would confine 
it, is an interpretation that no rules of cri- 
ticiſm will juſtify, The conjecture was ſo 
wild and foreign, that it coſt human inge- 
nuity fifteen hundred years to ſtrike it out, 
And when ſtruck out, in order to favour a 
particular ſyſtem, it was, as we ſhall here - 
after find, even hy thoſe, who embraced 
that ſyſtem, very ſoon rejected. 


Beſides, if John, when he ſaid, 1 the Be- 
ginning, referred to the beginning of thoſe 
things, about which he was then treating, and 
made uſe of this term as expreſſive of the 


* 
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method and order in which they aroſe ; that Chriſt 
was in the Beginning, in reference to thoſe 
tranſaCtions, is not ſtrictly true. Upon the 
principles of Socinus, John the Baptiſt was 
in exiſtence prior to Chriſt ; and as his har- 
binger, in him, properly ſpeaking, began 
that order of things, which the Exangelift 
was then about to recerd. 


V. 1. Was the Word. *] John by the 
term Mord, means the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
« himſelf, 


Johannes verb; nomine ipſum Dominum Jeſum 
Chriſtum Dei filium, hominem ſcilicet illum, qui, 
auguſto imperante, ex virgine Maris natus eſt, intel- 
ligit, non ob aliquam ejus naturam, aut ſubſtantiam, 
| ſed muneris tantum causi, quo ipſe Dei Filius func- 
tus eſt, dum evangelicum patris ſui verbum exponeret. 
Við&vSubeſt hic metaphora ſimul & metonymia. Me- 

taphora enim in eo eſt, quod ſicut verbo hominis ejus 
voluntas cognoſcitur, ita per Chriſtum omnis Dei 
voluntas patefit. Chriſtus enim nos allocutus eſt 
Job. 1. 18. & Dei arcanum atque decretuin de æterni 
hominum redemptione, ex ſinu patris prolatum, pri- 
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C himſelf, the Son of God, that very man, 

« who in the reign of Auguſtus was born 
„of the Virgin Mary; and tiles him ſuch, 
c not on account of his nature and ſub- 
© ſtance, but becauſe of the office he diſ- 
charged, when he revealed to us the 
« Goſpel, his Father's word.“ Here 
K this language at once a meta- 
phor and metonymy; for the metaphor 
“ conſiſts in this, that as by the word of a 
man his will is known, ſo by Chriſt all 
„ the will of God is laid open. For Chriſt, 
% Jab. 1. 18. ſpake to us, and firſt revealed 
© to mankind the ſecret decrees of God 
concerning the eternal redemption of 
66 man, 


mus humano generi revelavit. Hincque metonymiz 
quoque datus eſt locus, cum Chriſtus auctor ſit ver- 
bi illius, quod a ox» hac ſimplici appellatione 
gaudere poteſt; quippe quod * omnibus utilius 
fit, atque præſtantius. 
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man, having brought them * the bo- 
© ſom of his Father. And hence is the o- 
&* caſion for the uſe of a metonymy, ſince 
“ Chriſt is the author of ht Word, which 
by way of eminence is entitled to this 
% ſimple appellation, as being more excel- 
& lent and uſeful, than all other words,” 


Remark.) If the erudition of Socinus, 


who according to his own confeſſion poſſeſſed 
a very moderate ſhare of learning,* had been 
more extenſive; he would have known the Jews 
were no ſtrangers to the term Mord, as uſed in 
this place by the Evangeliſt; nor have been 
driven to the reſource of metaphors and me- 

tonymies, 


Quid exquiſiti judicii in ejuſmodi philolophicis 
ac theologicis, iiſque difficillimis, diſputationibus ex- 
pectari a me poteſt, homine, qui nec philoſophiam un- 
quam didicit, nec ſcholaſticam theologiam unquam 
attigit; & ipſius Logic artis nihil, niſi rudimenta 
quædam, idque valdè ſero deguſtavit. 
Epiſt, ad excellentiſſimum virum anonymum. 


i | Ig E — | 
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475 22 Thi 1113 &/ 


, 1 22 * 


tonymies, i in nc onder to explain Y meaning. 
The Jews frequently ſtiled their Meſſias the 
Word of God. And to this purpoſe arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon . cites a very remarkable 
paſſage in the Targum of Jonathan on Pſalm 
110. 1. The Lord, ſaid unto my Lord, fit 
_ thou on my right band, &c, which renders it. 
thus, The Lord Jaid unto his Word, fit thou - 
on my right hand, Sc. And this muſt be 
acknowledged to have been ſpoken of the 
Meſſiah: for to this prophetic deſcription of 
him Chriſt himſelf, in, various paſlages, as 
well as the author of the As of the Apoſtles, 
and St. Paul, alludes.* 


Philo ſtiles the Being, by whom God 
made the world, the Logos: and that 
« Word,” ſays he, ' was the image of God.” f. 

| E 15 A. ; 


— 


„Matt. 25 4% Mark 12. 56. Luke 20 42 _ 
. 2. 34 Heb. 13. rie - g 
+ Ave N ig dr Otov, e Koche 


Neu. 
Phil. eis Movrepy Lib, 2. 


\ 
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As ſuch St. Paul deſcribes Jeſus Chriſt : the 
image of the invifible God. It has however 
been the faſhion, in order to get rid of the 


authority of Philo, and thoſe Chriſtian Fa- 


thers, who have like him ſuppoſed the Lo- 
Gos to ſignify a diſtinct principle and real 
exiſtence, to raiſe againſt therii the charge 


of Platoniſm. -But if Plato hath darkly 


hinted ſomething of the Logos, as the ef- 
ficient inſtrument, by which God made the 
world; it is a much more probable ſuppoſi- 
tion, that he learned this doctrine from the 
writings and traditions of the Jews, with 
which he became acquainted in Egypt; 


than that Philo the Jew ſhould have bor- 


rowed his notion of the Meſſiah from Pla- 
to. | 
Socinus 


* Os ri AK ru Otov ru acopeary. Col. 1. 15. q 


＋ Mr. Gibbon, on the authority of Marſham and 
Le Clerc, obſerves, that © Joſephus has perſuaded 
many of the Chriſtian Fathers, that Plato derived a 
part of his knowledge from the Jews: but this vain _ 
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Y 


Socinus himſelf allows, that by the term | J 
Mord the * denotes our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt ; 


opinion” continues he, cannot be reconciled with 
the obſcure ſtate and unſocial manners of the Jewiſh 
people, whoſe ſcriptyres were not acceſſible to Greek 
curioſity, till more than one hundred years after the 
death of Plato.” | | 
- | Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, vol. II p. 237. 
Suppoſing the ſtate of che Jewiſh people at the | 
time of Plato, to have been as obſcure as this writer 
repreſents it, and their manners unſocial ; I ſee no 
good reaſon, an thoſe accounts, to infer that their 
ſcriptures were inacceſſible to Greek curioſity. But 
not to argue on the fallibility of ſuch an inference, I . 
will content myſelf with producing Joſephus's au- 
thority for aſſerting the direct falſity of it. That 
hiſtorian affirms many Greek authors, much antient- 
er than Plato, to have been well acquainted with 
the doctrines of the Jews, and one in particular to 
have treated profeſſedly of them. Pythagoras 
the Samian,” ſays he, who flouriſhed in very 
* antient times, and was conſidered, in wiſdom and 
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” þk, WW 1 „3.8.8. 


Cbriſt: and by mud of God, the Jews un- 


derſtood the efficient cauſe” of the world: 
the aſſertion therefore of the Evangeliſt is, 


. that Jeſus was that efficient cauſe. 


And 


regard for ſacred obſervances, as ſuperior to all 
«© who,pretended to philoſophy; was manifeſtly not 
“only well acquainted with our doctrines, but ad- 
© mired and adopted many of them.“ For which, 
ſo poſitive aſſertion he ſubjoins his reaſons : and af- 
terwards mentions Herodotus, the poet - Cherilus, 


and others, who had occaſionally taken notice of 


the Jewiſh nation and manners; and particularly 


Hecateus of Abdera, ©. who”-fays he, of the ſlate 


and hiſtory of the Jews does not touch, as it 


were, in paſling, but hath yritten a treatiſe upon 


** them,” tk And that Plato borrowed many of his 
| ts N dor; 

8 ITuvzryog es 0 Tegetos, &pryatos wv, 3 37K... 116. 
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And not only the early Fathers of the 
Chriſtian church underſtood the Evangeliſt by 
the term Logos to mean Jeſus Chriſt: to the 

— teſtimony 


doctrines 3 Moſes, is not only aſſerted by the Chriſ- 
tian fathers, ſuch as Clemens of Alexandria, Origen, 
and others: but even ſome heathen authors affirm the 4 
ſame, as Numenius in particular, according to Theo- 43 
dor. Serm. 1. Aad indeed the ſcattered. hints, to 4 
be found in his works, more eſpecially in his trea- 
tiſes on PoLiTY, and Laws, place it I have ever 
| thought beyond a doubt, that he was well acquaint- 
ed with the written, or traditional doctrines of the 
Jews, or perhaps both. Speaking of ſome ciry 
cumſtances in the early ages of the world, chat 
bear a ſtrong reſemblance to the Moſaie hiſtory, 
he thus ſingularly expreſſes himſelf: © Theſe- are 
$M fads, which were handed down to us by. our 
> earlieſt anceſtors, thoſe who lived neareſt the frft - 
revolution of time. They were evidences of che 
“ facts, as well as authors of a thoſe relations. In 
| | this 


* A T$ernpeoreuere oy UT Twy ,! g Tgeywes r. * 


TWy, e THASUTWON fr vn xgerigA FighPoge T0) 35g xeore 
Ey£rTor0uy, Ths N x aggas tvorre Tevrem ug are 
XN2UXE; or neeiy r Avywy. Plato Politic. 


= 
* 


— e —— N * — — * - 4 S A Is. 
7 0 Ks. - - o * 3 % \ 4 , 8 2 
F 4 * * - * by Pg] — : * * ” _ 
—m_ e PE © 2. a 


30 FREE EXAMINATION. 


teſtimony of friends we can add that of the 


moſt inveterate enemy, Chriſtianity ever 


experienced. That Word,” ſays Julian, 
4 which he [John] ſays was God, he alſo 
«* declares was Jeſus Chriſt , the perſon ac- 


* knowledged by the Baptiſt.” * 


v. 1. And the Word was with God #] . That 
* is, * as the Word of God, before he 


4 was 


this paſſage the author dens plainly 20 point tu tha 
' Jewiſh annals : and it reſts on thoſe, who are of a 


different opinion, to ſhew, what other records he 
does refer to. The facts alluded to, are very ſimilar 
to thoſe we meet with in the hiſtory of the Jews; 
we know they ſojourned a long time in Egypt ; and 
to Egypt Plato travelled in purſuit of knowledge, 
and reſided there twelve years. 


® Oy ares tas Pnoi O Aoyer, Tur vo Lawys 


| ne err 1wobnras ru Barrie XgeFo7 Inoovy err. 


Jul. apud Cyr. I. 10. 


FV. 1. Et: Verbum erat apud Deum." Hoc eſt, Jeſus | 
quatenus Dei Verbum, antequam Baptiſtæ prædiea: 


- giong * ſoli Deo notus eſt. 
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ce was pointed out by the preaching of the 
« Baptiſt, was known to God alone,” 


REMAREk. ] This interpretation of the 
words is ſo forced and foreign, ſo trifling 
and fantaſtical, that it ſeems as if Socinus 
had ſet hinſelf, not to enquire what the 
words did really mean; but to what ſenſe 
they might by the power of imagination be 
wreſted : ſo as to evade the plain and obvi- 

. ous ſenſe of them. According to his ex- 
poſition, the force of the words, in the Be- 
grinning, is loſt. For. Jeſus was known to ö 
God, not only before the preaching of John, 
but after it, and always: he was according 
to the Socinian interpretation of ſcripture, 
BY DESIGNATIONS known to God from all 

eternity. As to the word alone, it is not | 


gee Lardner on the Logos. 
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in the text; and is arbitrarily adopted by. 


- Sociniis, to give a colour of Prey to 


his wild interpretation. 


And to prove that the word with is fre- 
quently uſed in ſcripture in the ſenſe, he hath 
here applied to it, Socinus adduces the fol- 

lowing paſſage from the ſame inſpired writer. 


And ue declare unto you that eternal be, which 
_ was' WITH the Pather, and was manif: fled unto 


vs. But is not this proving idem per idem? 
For on what ground is it aſſerted, that, 
either in the one or other paſlage, the word 
with ſignifies was known t9——alone ? He 
gueſſes that this is the meaning of it: and 
his modern diſciples gueſs another mean- 
ing; and Tmay gueſs a third: and were we 
to depart from the plain words of ſcrip- 
ture, and go on gueſſing at any meaning, 
except that which the words import, from 
one end of the New Teſtament to the 

other ; 
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other; the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles them- 
ſelves would ſcarcely be able to : diſcover 
their own ſacred writings under the diſ- 


guiſe in which our wm and . had 
garbed them. 


Aud the werd was God.*] 4 This term; 
3 . does not denote ſubſtance or per- 
F ect ſon, 


* Ft Deus erat Verbum] 1 3 
nomen ſubſtantiæ cujuſdam proprium vel perſons, 
ſed auctoritatis, potentiz, ac beneficentiz, & (ut 
Grammatici loquuntur) non eſt nomen proprium, ſed 
appellativum, &c. ..... - Quid mirum, ſi Chriſ- 
tus, Dei Verbum, Deus eſſe dicitur, cum non ſolum 
in nos miſeros mortales innumera beneficia contu- 
lerit, & ſalutis noſtræ vitque æternæ dux, auctor, & 

conſummator extiterit 7 , - - Non eſt ta- 

men Chriſtus redigendu in ordinem angelorum, & 
aliorum hominum, qui hoc Dei nomine inſigniti fu- 
erunt ; quia longe majorem, ut jam expoſuimus, & 
excellentiorem poteſtatem, honorem, gloriam, & 
majeſtatem a Deo accepit, quam ullus alius vel om 
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<< ſon, but authority, power, and benefi- 

a cence; and, as grammarians ſpeak, is not 
« a proper name, but an appellative:“ &c. 
Again, - Where is the wonder, if Chriſt, 
„ the word of God, is ſaid to be God; 
re when he hath not only conferred on mi- 
©. ferable man innumerable benefits, and 
«< hath been the guide, author, and finiſher 
* of eternal life?“ — again = ** Chriſt is 
* not to be degraded into the rank of 
% angels, and other men, who have been 
40 dignified with the name Gop; becauſe 
* he received from God far greater, and, 
< as we have ſhewn, more excellent pow- 
40 a, honour, glory, and majeſty, than 


K any 


nes fimul, qui Dii nominati fubre, ſint conſequuti, 
five ex angelis, five ex hominibus fuerint, quippe 
— illorum ommium caput & princeps ſit factus. 
. Nihil excellentius, nihil præſtantius 
Cheiks Rabet, quam quod a cunctis mortalibus, im- 
ro etiam ab ipſis angehs adorari debeat. | 
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any other individual; or then all toge- 
„ ther who have been called Gads, ever 
obtained; whether of angels, or of men: 
for of all thoſe he was made the head 
Hand chief,” — He poſſeſſes nothing 
more diſtinguiſhed and excellerit, than a 

« (laim' to the adoration of i and | 


cc even of angels,” 


os Here Socinus fairly N 
up the cauſe, He is led on by the irreſiſti- 
ble force of truth to concede more, than, 


upon his own principles, without incur- 


: ring the charge of groſs idolatry, he can : 


juſtify ; and is betrayed himſelf, while un- 
der a pomp of words, he ſeeks to confound | 
and miſlead others. For, after. theſe con- 
cefſions, in vain: does he: endeavgqur tor 

to perſuade us, that this Locas, ſo highly 
diſtinguiſhed, is no other than a mere im- 


potent man. . The adoration of men, and 
| even. | 


— 
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even of angels, ill comports with bs mow 
however es a character. 


. s Al bigs were made by bin, nd 5 
made.*] The ke 4 are not 
* to be admitted in ſo general ſenſe, as is 
©* commonly ſuppoſed, denoting the ori- 
6 ginal formation of the world.” . , . . © 
= Fe are not to be taken in their prima- 


cc ry | 


v. 3. Omnia per ipſum facta ſunt, & fine ipſa nibil 
eft factum, quod ſactum gt.] Univerſalis hzc dictio 
omnia non ita late accipienda eſt (quod tamen vulgo 
fieri videmus) ut primam illam cæli terreque crea- 
_  tionem comprehendat. . . . . Vox onnia non ita 

; impliciter intelligenda eſt, ut ad mundana hec tra- 
hatur ; ſed ad negotium Evangelii, jam tunc publi- 
cati atque recepti, accommedari debet : quaſi dicat 
Johannes, omnia nova hec ſpiritualia atque divina, 
que apud nos, & in toto terrarum orbe facta, con- 
ſpiciuntur, non aliunde ortum habent, quam a Jeſu 
Chriſti Evangelii prædicatione, Chriſtique operf & 
poteſtate ſunt facta. 
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* ry ſenſe, as if referrible to the material! 
* world; but are to be applied to the pub- _ 2 
* lication and reception of the Goſpel: as 

„if John had ſaid, all theſe ſpiritual and 

« divine tranſactions, which are ſeen a- 

** mong us in the world, are derived from 

* no other ſource than the preaching of 

the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and were 

effected by his influence and power.” 


Remark.) That this interpretation of 
the words is as falſe, as it is forced and 
foreign, a ſimilar paſſage in the Epiſtle to 
the Coloſſians,“ which aſſerts the literal 
meaning of the text, as clearly as words 
can do, evinces. In bim were all things 
created, things in heaven, and things on earth, 
things vifible, and invifible, whether thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 
811 e s thing 


ie | | 5 


* 
44 
4 .% 
; 

4 

* 
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dominions, &e. could with no proprigty 


things were made by bin, and for bia. dial | 
the creation of things in heaven, thrones, 


be ſaid to originate with the reaching of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 1 


| $66 To ſuit his ene to the unlets 
& tered,” Socinus however propoſes to 
produce. out of many, one very apt in- 


- ſtance of this, drawn from the ſacred re- 


cords. The paſſage is this: F any man 
be in Chrift, he is a new creature all things 


gre paſſed away; behold all things are become 
new. F What do I hear,” ſaith he, are 
2 now | 


Ut rudibys conſulatur, unum de i 


| appoſitiſimum exemplum, ex facris literis F, 


adducemus. 


A + Quid audio? num vere omnia nova ſunt facta? 


num cælum, & terra, num arbores, num animalia 
cun&a renovata ſunt? minime vero: nemo enim ig- 
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indeed all things become new? Are 
the heavens, the earth, the ſea, trees; 
„ and animals renewed? By no means; 
« every one is ſenſible, that none of theſe 
« things have, by the coming of Chriſt, 
„changed their old nature, ſubſtance, or 
e qualities; nor doth the Apoſtle ſpeak of 
e them, but of thoſe things that relate fo 
« religion, the worſhip of God, to his es- 
“ venant and promiſes, to our morals and 


_ « life,” and all theſe things, he properly 
** ſays, were * new.“ 


Such 


norat, hc omnia Chriſti adventu priſtinam natu- 
ram, vel ſubſtantiam, aut qualitates non irunrataſſe: - 
nec de his loquitur apoſtolus, ſed de iis, que ad reli- 
zionem, ad cultura Dei, ad ejus fadus atque pro- - 
miſſa, ad mores & vitam  noftram pertinent. Ee 
hæc omnia merit6 renovata eſſe dieit. 


* 2 Cor. 5. 17. 


[EE on Nt 


- 
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pecial weight to the aſſertion, follows; and 


Such reaſoning as this is with great pro- 
priety addreſſed to the unlettered. Becauſe 
the term all things in one paſſage of 
ſcripture relates to religion, the worſhip of 
God, &c. ; therefore, it is argued, wher- 
ever it occurs, it muſt have the ſame 
meaning. Whereas nothing is more ob- 
vious, than that the word, all things, in 
the latter paſſage, is uſed in a reſtricted 
ſenſe, and refers to moral habits: which 
the context clearly demonſtrates. But in 
the paſſage under conſideration, the word 
has no particular reference ; but is uſed 
in a general and very extenſive meaning, 
In further proof of it, we have a repetition 
of the firſt aſſertion, in the ſame unreſtrain- 
ed and general ſenſe. All things were 
made by him: and then, as if to add eſ- 


without him was not any thing made, that was 
made. 
I will 
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1 will attend my author no farther in his 
expolition of the prefatory verſes of St. 
John's goſpel ; having, as I truſt, ſuffici- 
ently demonſtrated the falſe reaſoning he has 
uſed in the endeavour to eſtabliſh his favou- 
rite doctrine of the real and abſolute huma- 
nity of Chriſt, Notwithſtanding his meta- 


phors and metonymies, his arbitrary aſſump- 
tions, and whimſical gueſſes, he finds himſelf 


ſo preſſed with texts, plainly declarative of 
his pre- exiſtence; that he is at laſt forced to 
have recourſe to a ſuppoſition unſupported 
by ſcripture, and wild as a feyeriſh en 


The fable alluded to is s this : « Chr, | 


« after his birth, and before he entered on 


the miniſtry to which he was delegated 
„by his father, is ſuppoſed to have been 


taken up into heaven, and to have conti- 


e nued there for ſome time: that being 


cc preſent with God, as the ſcripture 
G dqa aaſſerts 


C— U“ 
a . 
» hd . #6 


1 


* aſſerts him to have been, he | 
„ hear from God, and ſee thoſe things 


- 
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might 


oy N was to declare and lay open te 


Aſk this great 13 of the Chriſtian 
world, why a fact of ſuch importance was 
not mentioned in any one of the goſpels: 
and he will tell you ** becauſe it was an 
« event 


Sodinus de Ohriſt. relig. inftitat.—et Tpecia- 


tim de aſcenſu ejus & commorar. in 
cœlo. Op. Tom. 1. p. 675. 


| the. world, in the mame of God bim- 
6c 1 | 


+ Wikil verifimülius, & verbis ipſtus Chriſti, & hie 
(John 3, 15. 6, 52.) & alibi, magis conſentaneum ſit, 
quam ipſum Chriſtum, poſtquam natus eſt homo, & 
antequiit munus ſibi a Deo Patre ſuo demandatum 
obire inciperet, in cœlo, divino conſilio atgue opera, 
fuiſſe, & aliquamdiu ibi commoratum eflz, ut illa ab 
iplo Ded audiret, & præſens apud ipſum, ut ipſa 
ſctiprura'loquitur, videret, quz mundo mox annun- 

ciaturus & pate facturus ipfius Dei nomine erat. 


\ 
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« event of that kind, which was not; "nor 
could be clearly ſeen by any one.“ "But 
why ſo? might not his aſcenſion be as clear- 
ly ſeen then, as it was afterwards? and 
might not his deſcenſion from heayen have 
been feen as 1 as his aſcenſion E” 


„The three former evangeliſts,” Soci- 
nus adds, (record no words either of 
Chriſt himſelf; or of any other, from 
« whence that fact could be aſcertained : 
but the fourth and laſt, that is John, Job. 
3. 31, 32, mentions many ſpeeches of 

_ © Chriſt dimſelf, and ſome of John the 
« Baptiſt, from which it may be conclud- 
« ed: if thoſe words are-to be underſtogd. 
& ieh. and r their, direct. 

import; 


* Res itte cjuſagodi bare quæ A nemine ait 
ſpecta ſit, nec porro plane conſpici a 15 


erit. 
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import; as theyought, if they tg 
« admit another interpretation. The 
„ Evangeliſt, when he could not offer more 
direct proofs of this fact, thought, that 
to relate the expreſs teſtimonies of Chriſt 
<* himſelf on the point, would be ſufficient 
to eſtabliſh the belief oc it, and ſuppoſed 
* all would think ſo, And if any one be 
not convinced by them, the mere direct 
„ aſſertion of it by the Evangeliſt would 
not be likely to produce conviction,” * 
Quam 
Et priores quidem tres evangeliſtæ, ne verba 
quidem vel ipſius Chriſti, vel alterius cujuſpiam, ulla 
commemorant, unde res iſta intelligi poſſit; cum 
tamen quartus & poſtremus, hoc eſt Johannes, Joh. 
3. 31, 32, et ipfius Chriſti multa, et Johannis 
Baptiſtz quzdam recenceat, unde ea apertè intelli- 
gitur, ſi modo ea, ut ſonant, & proprie accipiantur ; 
ut ſane fieri debeat cum aliter fieri debere non conſtet. 
Qui Johannes evangeliſta cum plus non poſſet, ad 
fidem tantæ rei faciendam ſatis liabuit, & ſatis om- 


Lay 
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« Quim temerC in noſmet legem ſancimus ini- 
«© quum!” 


What pity, this able and ingenious wri- 
ter, for ſuch he certainly was, ſhould be ſo 
far lured by the dazzling title of an Here- 
ſiarch, as to reject the rules of criticiſing 
which he had himſelf eſtabliſned! As to the 
tale of Chriſt's errand to heaven, I leave it 
to be claſſed with a ſimilar tale adopted by 
another ſet of Unitarians; the journey of 
Mahomet to the ſame place, and for the 
very ſame purpoſe. 


nibus effe debere credidit, teſtimonia aperta ipſius 
Chriſti ejus rei referre. Quibus ſi quis non perſua- 
detur, nz is ipſo Evangeliſtz teſtimonio minimè per- 
ſuaſus fuiſſet. 


Socinus de aſcen. & commorat. 
Chriſt. Hom. in celo. 
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HAVING ſeen how far conſiſtent with 
reaſon is the interpretation of the prefato- 
ry verſes of St. John's Goſpel, given by 
Socinus himſelf : let us now examine, whe- 
ther, in their expoſition of thoſe verſes, the | 
voice of reaſon be more deciſive in favour ; 
of his modern followets. 


V. 1. In the Beginning. ©* By Begining | 
think cannot be intended the beginning | 
„of the goſpel, but of the creation; or 
rather always, from eternity was #he 


Mord.“ | 
' Lardner on the Logos, p. 23. 


REMARK. 
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HAVING ſeen how far conſiſtent with 
reaſon is the interpretation of the prefato- 
ry verſes of St. John's Goſpel, given by 
Socinus himſelf : let us now examine, whe- 
ther, in their expoſition of thoſe verſes, the 
voice of reaſon be more deciſive in favour 
of his modern followets. 


V. 1. In the Beginning.] ©* By Beginning 1 
think cannot be intended the beginning 
of the goſpel, but of the creation; or 
rather always, from eternity was #he 
* Word.” | 

| | Lardner on the Logos, p. 23. 


REMARK. 
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"= Remark:] Thus do we find Socinus 


and Dr. Lardner diſagree in their interpre- 
tation of the very firſt word, that engages 
theſe remarks; ſo true is the obſervation, 
& error eſt, multiformis. . « 


And the Word was with God.] Here 
I had been wont to ſubmit to what Dr. 
Clarke ſays, Scripture doctrine of the Tri- 
&© nity, p. 1. n. 535. Of theſe words there 
% are only three interpretations : the firſt 
4 is, that the Word was that ſame perſon, 
& whom he was with, And that is both 
&« a contradiQtion in terms; and alſo the 
e antient hereſy of Sabellius. But now 


c 


* 


. that does not move me.” 


OO ib. p. 24. 


REMARR.] The e is fairly 


ſtated by Dr. Clarke; and if Dr. Lardner 


could not diſcern the abſurdity of it, we 
muſt 
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underſtanding, 


Le Clerc's interpretation of theſe words 


is the ſame with Lardner's; and Dr. Prieſt - 
ley, N Mr. Lindley, and others have adopted | 
it, 


4 Tt is much better ſenſe,” ſays Mr. 
Lindſey, * to tranſlate AOTOZ by the term 
« reaſon, than word; ſince it is more ſui- 
„table to the Divine Being, to whom 
«* ſpeech can be but OE * 


e ed.“ 


| We know de if the: Daley chi 
ing from that little, what ground is there 


* Lindſey's Sequel to his Apology, p. 145. 


49 : 
muſt aſcribe that want of,diſcernment to f 
the force of prejudice, which againſt the 


admiſſion of all truths, that thwart a fa- 
vourite ſcheme, bars every avenue of che | 


* - 


2 
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to aſſert, that reaſon is more properly ap 4 


plied to Him, than ſpeech? When we 
ſpeak of the knowledge of God, our ideas 
as fat as they can reach a ſubject ſo infinitely 
above us, apply to intuitive knowledge on- 
ly. And the tedious operations of reaſon 
are as inapplicable to God, when we are 
ſpeaking of his knowledge; as articulate 


language can be, When ſpeaking of his 


word. And if it be admitted, that in this 


_ exordium of St. John's Goſpel, the Evan- 


geliſt had in view the Moſaie hiſtory of 


the Creation, a conjecture which has great 


probability; it will harmonize more with the 
beginning of Moſes's hiſtory, if we tran- 
ſlate Logos by the term Word, than Rea- 


ſon. 
V. x. In the beginning was the word, and 


the word was with God, and the word wat 
God.] In the Beginning,” ſays he [ John], 


< was the Logos, viz. the wiſdom and power 
wm of 
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* of God himſelf, as the philoſophers allo 
e ſaid; but the Logos was with God; that 
< is, it was God's own Logos, or his attri- 
bute; ſo that the Logos was really 
bo himſelf ” 3 
Prieſtley's Influence of Philoſophy on 
Chriſtianity, b. 297: | 


REMARk.] According to this interpre- 
tation of the paſſage, we find nothing in 
it marked and characteriſtic; nothing that 
will not juſt as well agree with the hiſtory 
of Moſes or Joſhua, as of Chriſt. 


And if we examine the ſecond clauſe by 
the fair rules of criticiſm, admitting the term 
Logos to ſignify the wiſdom of God; we 
muſt think humbly of the author, who ap- 
peared not to write below himſelf in framing 
it. The clauſe is a diſtinct and ſeparate one; 


dom was with God, . In the name of wonder 


and aſſerts, that God's own attribute of wiſ- | 


52 


where elſe could it be? Was an article of 
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i 


information, like this, worthy the pen of an 


Evangeliſt. Is there in the declaration any 


thing new? No: for of a God without wiſ- 


dom, no corner of the world ever entertain- 
ed the groſs idea, Is there, in the thought, 
any thing elevated and ſublime? On the 
contrary, it is low and vulgar, Did the 
whole paſlage, ſo interpreted, ſtrike at any 
heretical tenet? No: for there never ex- 
iſted in the Chriſtian world a hereſy, fo 
abſurd as to deny, that God from all eter- 


nity was wiſe and powerful. 


Proceed we then to the third clauſe; and 


if we found nothing in the preceding one - 
to admire, we muſt in this find much to 
blame. Suppoſing God to be the great ag- 
gregate of all perfections: yet what rule of 
logic will authoriſe us to ſay, that any ſin- 


gle perfection is God. The attribute cannot 


be 
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be at the ſame time the ſubject of the attri- 
bute, and the attribute itſelf. Mr. Lindſey 
ſays, this is a figurative language, that 
+ we are pleaſed with.” I ſhould be glad 
to know, what is the figure by which Rhe- 
| toricians would denominate it. If Mr. 
Lindſey had not ſaid it was a figure, 
he was mightily - pleaſed with; I ſhould 
have been apt to apply a term to it, that 
would ill accord with the inſpired writings 
of an Evangeliſt, | 


On this paſſage the ſame. author from 
Ahauzit, further obſerves, that leſt we 
„ ſhould fall into the error of the. Hea- 
„ thens, who made of this virtue a Miner- 
va, a divine perſon diſtin from their 
* chief God, St. John explains his own 
e meaning with the utmoſt preciſion, by 
2 -" that wiſdom is not any thing 
diſtinct 
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« diſtin from God: the word, wiſdom, 
as Gad.“ 


It does not appear from thoſe writers, who 
lived neareſt our apoſtle's time, that any 
deſign againſt the deityſhip of Minerva was 
in this paſſage ever ſuſpected. So great 
and important a diſcovery was reſerved for 
the perſpicacity of Ahauzit .|F But what- 
ever credit may be given to the ingenuity 
of that divine, or to the judgment of Mr. 
Lindſey in retailing his remark ; it is neceſ- 
ſary that a criticiſm ſo novel, and ſo ex- 
traordinary too, ſhould have ſome more ſo- 


lid 


Extract from Ahauzit. Sec Lindſey's hey: 1 to 
Ap. p. 148. ; 
+ The miſcellaneous pieces of Ahauzit, to which 
Mr. Lindſey refers, I have not been able to pro- 


cure: and therefore in my following remarks {ball 
follow _ PE s CORES from him. £ 
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lid bafis, than the mere powers of imagi- 
nation. It ſhould be in proof, that ſome 
early converts from Heatheniſm, or at leaſt 
that the Heathens themſelves believed the 
goddeſs Minerva, of whom, their poets 
tell us, the pregnant head of Jove was de- 
livered by the midwifery of Vulcan's ax, to 
have been the efficient inſtrument, under her 
father Jove, of this world's creation, But 
this was in reality not the caſe; her goddeſs- 
ſhip inſtructed the Grecian women in good 
houſewifery, was probably the firſt ſchool - 


miſtreſs in Athens and taught the young 


ladies there to ſpell, and write, and 
mend their cloaths, Hence after death 
they made a goddeſs of her: and as good 

 houſewifery contributes to the ornament and 
ſupport of ſociety, her grateful country 
made their benefactreſs, patroneſs of the 
ſtate ſhe had thus contributed to adorn and 
improve. Of the patroneſs of their ſtate 
ſucceeding 
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ſucceeding ages made a warrior : thinking 


that patronage muſt be ſupported by power. 
Hence in a courſe of ages ſhe became the 
object of worſhip, as patroneſs of arts and 
arms. But that the Grecians ever attributed 
the creation of the world to the goddeſs, is 
a fact I cannot find aſſerted in any page of 
any volume of Heathen mythology, that 
ever met my eye. | 


V. 2, 3. The ſame was in the Beginning 
with God. All Things were made by bim.] 
After having marked out the nature of 
this wiſdom, he goes on to contemplate 
<« its effects. And to come at theſe the 


more naturally, he repeats his firſt idea. 


&* In the Beginning therefore wiſdom was with 
Goa, and all Things were made by her.” 
Lindſey from Ahauzit, p. 149. 


REMARK, 
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REMAREk. ] If I underſtand my author; 
he ſays, the ſecond verſe, the ſame was in the 
Beginning with God, is inſerted by way of con- 
nection between the preceding verſe, and the 
ſubſequent one. It was inſerted,” ſays he, 
** to come at the effects of the Logos the 
© more naturally :” which effects were the 
creation of all things. And this he calls a 
turn, “ full of energy, and truly ſublime.” 
But the ſecond verſe, being a direct repetition 

of the firſt, if we conſider it as a connect- 
ing ſentence between the verſe immediately 
preceding, and immediately ſubſequent to 
it, is a connecting ſentence between itſelf 
and the ſentence immediately following: a 
form of compoſition, which ſo far from 
being an inſtance of energy and ſublimity, 
has neither ſenſe nor grammar to ſupport 
it. According to this writer's expoſition, 
the ſecond: verſe is redundant: the whole 
paſſage is more eaſy and natural without it. 

I In 
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N Bertier vos Hem; and Wiſdom 
— d 7-0} Dea All 
hers eee 2 


But if the ſecond verſe be . as a 
repetition, and thereby an enforcement of 
the firſt, which it clearly is: this aeceptation 
of it will denote the firſt verſe to ſignify 

ſome doctrine, important to be inculcated, 
and not generally known, or aſſented to. 

And thus underſtood, the paſſage has both 


energy and propriety. ; 


V. 3. A « Of 
«© this great truth the moſt enlightened Phi- 
&« loſophers were ignorant. The greater 
&* gart of them believed, that the world ex- 
_ © iſted without a cauſe, that things were 
% made without wiſdom and by chance. 
2 The apoſtle obviates ſo capital an error, 

3 * by 
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« by declaring, that all things were made 9 
6c Wiſdom. 9 | 
Lindſey from Aheusit, Pp. ak 


REMARE. ] As this commentator had 
ſuppoſed the firſt verſe of St. John's goſpel 
to have been levelled againſt the worſhippers 
of the goddeſs Minerva: ſo in the third 
verſe he tells us, the apoſtle ſet himſelf to 
obviate thoſe doctrines of the Epicurean 
philoſophy, that relate to the origin of the 
world. Le Clerc makes the ſame obſerva- 
tion: but the remark, which in itſelf is 
wild and fantaſtical, will not from the Joint 
names of Le Clerc and Ahauzit, with the 
addition even of Mr, Lindſey's, derive ei- 
ther weight or ſolidity. If thoſe critics had 
conſidered St. John's character, the nature of 
his miniſtry, and the object of his goſpel; 
they muſt have been convinced, that it was 


much out of his character, and beſide his 


purpoſe, | 
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- purpoſe, to have employed himſelf in con- 


futing the vague and diſcordant I of 
Heathen 3 


9 


John was a Jew, and writing more- im- 8 


mediately to the Jews: is it then likely, 
that he ſhould ſo ſtrongly and earneſtly in- 
ſiſt upon a point, which was a firſt princi- 


ple of their religion, and an article of uni- 


verſal aſſent. The paſſage is followed, as 
we have already obſerved of the firſt verſe, 


by an immediate repetition of it; the apoſ- 


tle thereby ſignifying the importance of the 
truth aſſerted, and * the belief 


of it. 


But as men are too apt to eſtimate argu- 
"ments, rather in reference to the quarter 
from whence they come, than by their own 
intrinſic weight, I will beg leave to cite the 


obſervation of a writer engaged in the ſame 
cauſe 


* 


51 


cauſe with Mr. Lindſey himſelf; to hoſe 
general impartiality and judgment I am 
therefore induced to think he will not be in- 
clined to except. John was by education a 
„ fiſherman, the ſon of a fiſherman, and 
* conſequently out of the way of 'acquaitit- 
e ance with the philoſophy bf the Gentiles, 
or the abſtruſe learning of ihe Jewiſh 
_ «© doQtors:; but, writing to his on pe- 
ple, he, choſe the moſt familiar terms, and 
* common phraſes. His goſpel was not 
calculated for iphiloſbphers and doctors 
„only, that he ſhould 'confine himſelf to 
«© their terms: it was adapted to common 
capacities, after the pattern of "Chriſt's 
** -preaching ; of which this is one charac- 
« teriſtic, the poor "have A 
90 lem. * 

Aud 


| „ True Doftine of the "New Teſtament con» 
ſidered. Anon. 
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And my author's obſervation. of this ge- þ 
neral admiſſion; among the moſt enlightened 
philoſophers, of that philoſophical tenet, _ 
which ſuppoſes the world to have been 
made without wiſdom and by chance, is as 
| inaccurate, as his ſuppoſition of John hav- 
ing employed himſelf in obviating that doe- 
trine, is foundatianleſs and falſe. Of the 
Stoic porch were ſome of the wiſeſt, as well 
as the beſt and moſt enlightened men of 
the Heathen world; and one of their ge- 
neral tenets was, Mundum eſſe /aptentem, 
© habere mentem, que fe & ipſum fabrica- 
<« ta fit.” -Cic. in Luc. Of the Peripatetic and 
Academic ſe& was Plato, who aſſerted God 
to have been opificem ædificatoremque mun- 
di. Cic. de Univ, Even Le Clerc, from 
whom Ahauzit probably borrowed the 
thought, widely differs from him in the 
mode of enforcing it. He roundly affirms, 
that this opinion of Epicurus, concerning 
the 
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the creation of the world, is n to 


the ſentiments of moſt otber philoſophers, and 
this, he adds, every one knows, and it 15 un- 


neceſſary to 3 it. * 


All things were made by bim, and without 
him was not any thing made, that was made.) 
„Who ſhould this be, but God the Fa- 
ther, the one living, and true God, the 
author of life and all being? Are. there 
* more Creators than one? Would any 
„ Jew, or diſciple of Jeſus, - aſcribe the 
„ creation of the world to. any but God, 
or his reaſon, or underſtanding, or dif- 
* cretion, his wiſdom, his power, his word, 
5 his ſpirit, which is the ſame as God?” 

Lardner on the Logos, p. 44. 


NaN Dr. Lavducs has not fairly 5 
ſtated the point in controverſy; Which is 
not, whether there be more Creators than 


1 | dne; 
Le Clere in loc. 8 


* - * * 
* * * 9 4 
- * - . * 
W F-, 
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| | ficient cauſe, the Logos, be the reaſon or. 
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wiſdom, ox power, or. word of God; but 
whether that Mo tranſlate it by what» 
ever 


9 6 anſwer the Doctor's 
purpoſe. If we tranſlate it Viſdom, ſtill power will 


be wanting; for though wiſdom may deſign, there 


muſt be power to execute, If we tranſlate it Power, | 
wiſdom will be wanting: for infinite power, with- 
out infinite wiſdom, will 'be found no more equal 


to the production of a world, in which appear ſo 


much harmony and beauty, as this world diſplays ; | 
than the fortuitous dance of atoms. Beſides, in 
the aptitude of the ſeveral parts of the world to 
promote the happineſs of the great wor zx, the good- 
neſ+ of God is no leſs manifeſt, than his wiſdom, 
and his power. So that, according to this expo- 
ſitor's remark, the Logos muſt ſignify not any one 
ſingle. attribute of the Deity, but many; or, more 


properly, the great aggregate of infinite perfecti- 
ons, that go to our idea of God. And then that 
ſablime and emphatical introduction of St. John's 
Goſpel will in ſubſtance plajaly amount to this: 
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P pliaſe; bewdifiiath be 


ſtance. And notwithſtanding the apparent 
confidence, with which the queſtion is aſk- 


ed; I may affirm in anſwer, that Philo the 
Jew in various places ſo conſiders it :# and 
that the Chaldee Targumiſts . aſſert 
the ſame, 


The Dr. adds, „ If by the ord, inthe 


introduction to his Goſpel, St. John had 
intended a Being ſeparate from God, 
& and inferior to him: it is reaſonable to 


„expect, that he ſhould be mentioned 


K ; 6 again 


« In the beginning was Gol; and God was with 


<« himſelf; and God was himſelf: yes, I repeat it, 
@ the' fame was in the beginning with himſelf. 
All things were made by him; and nothing; as 
the Epicurean philoſophers have to the contrary 
<« falſely aſſerted, was made by chance.” 28 


* gee Part 1. p. 28. 


\ 
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1 again afterwards .“ Mr. Lindſey makes 
the ſame obſervation.t 


He is mentioned again by St. John, and 
that both in his Epiſtles, and in the Re- 
velation. But had he not been ſo ſtiled a 
ſecond or third time, I ſee no force in the 
objection. For I would be glad to know 
how many times a doctrine ought by an 
inſpired writer to be repeated, before it 
merits reception. If one plain aſſertion be 
not ſufficient, will two, or will three ſerve: 
or where ſhall we draw the line? 


V. 4. In it was life, and the life was the 
light of men.] Divine wiſdom, that made 
all things, and gave life to mankind, 
& hath now taught them the way, and fur- 
** niſhed with the means to attain [to] ever- 


« laſti life. * 
8 * Lindſey, Pe 1 . 


REMARK, 


+ Lardner, p. 27. f See Appendix. 
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| Remark.) Either Chriſt was the life] 


and the light of men; or he was not. Ik 
he were not, he has declared an untruth; 
Job. 8, 12, Then ſpake Jeſus again unto them, 
ſaying, I am the light of the world: be that 
 followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but 


ſhall have the light of life. If, as he affirmed _ 


himſelf to have been, he were the light 
of the world; he was alſo the efficient 
cauſe of this world's creation ; for ſuch is the 
plain and direct aſſertion of the Evangeliſt ; 
All things were made by him, | or it] and without 
him was not any thing made, that was made. In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
Mr. Lindſey in his expoſition of the paſ- 
. ſage, by introducing the word now, mani- 
feſtly alludes to Chriſt ; though in terms 
his alluſion points only to the abſtract idea 
of divine wiſdom, | 


V. 5. And the light ſhineth in darkneſs, and 
the darkneſs bath nat f INOS ft.] The 


* wa 
* y 
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ay to eternal life has been made known 
to men; but many through their blind- 
© neſs and obſtinacy loſe the benefit 
32 of it.“ 


Lindſey, P- 131 p 


| REMARK. Whether the term, darkneſs, 
mean the darkneſs of human underftand- 
ing, or the blindneſs and obſtinacy of pre- 
judice, entirely depends on the implication 
of the preceding term, light, If by hght 
we are to underſtand the wiſdom of God, 
which the Evangeliſt had juſt told us made 
the world and all things in it; it is not true, 

that the world did not comprehend it. The 
world, that is, the part of the world that 
have employed their thoughts on ſuch ele- 
vated ſubjects, the more enlightened and 
Philoſophic part of the world, did in gene- 
ral acknowledge the wiſdom of God. And 
thus taking Ig for the wiſdom of God, 

its antitheſis en in muſt in this place ra- 


ther 
4 
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ther denote the darkneſa of human under- 
ſtanding, than the darkneſs of -prejudice 
and vice. But if by light, be meaned Chriſt, 
then by darkneſs, we may with great pro» 
priety underſtand men of dark and preju- 
diced minds; and thus underſtood, the lan · 
guage will indeed appear beautifully agy- 
rative and expreſſive. 


v. 6. There was a man ſent from Gul, wh 
name was Jobn,] John Baptiſt was a 
man ſent from God. All interpreters 


* agree in underſtanding this, of his having 
© an extraordinary commiſſion and autho- 


* rity from God, his being a prophet,” 
&c. 
- "im _ wy I 32. 


RRMARE.] The dende, fie fun God, 
being applied to John, and ſignifying no 
more than a commiſſion or authority from 


God; our expoſitor would inſinuate, that 
the 
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the ſimilar terms, applied to Chriſt, have 
no higher or particular meaning. And it 
would be granted, if no other terms more 
marked and diſtinguiſhing were applied to 
him. But this not being the caſe, no ſuch 
concluſion can be juſtly drawn: nor will it 
follow, according to Mr. Lindſey's mode 
of reaſoning, that the only difference be- 
tween Jeſus and John the Baptiſt was, that 
the one acted by an inferior commiſſion, 
and the other by the higheſt : or, in other 
words, that Jeſus may not have come im- 
mediately from God, though John did not. 
It is not pretended, to prove Chriſt's pre- 
exiſtence from the application of this ex- 
preſſion to him : nor becauſe this exprefſion 
is applied to John, does it in any reſpect 
diſprove the pre-exiſtence of Chriſt. 


I the Logos, of which John had diſ- 


courſed in the firſt five verſes, did ſignify 
the 
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the wiſdom of God, and not c hi I muſt | 
obſerve that this tranſition to John, is forced 
and unnatural. If by the Logos be meaned 
Chriſt, the tranſition from his divinity to 
his miniſtry on earth is eaſy and natural: 
the Evangeliſt very properly beginning his 
hiſtory of that miniſtry by a brief account 
of John the Baptiſt his immediate prede- 
ceſſor and Apr 


. 9h e e e 
to bear witneſs of the h, that all men 
through him might believe. He was not that 
light, but was ſent to bear witneſs of that 
light. That was the true light, which Iight- 
etb every one that cometh into the world.] 
«© There was a beauty and aptneſs in de- 
ſeribing Chriſt under this pleaſing image of 
Light, the Light of the whole world; as 
the old prophets had uſed the ſame 
** imagery in ſpeaking of him. 7 will alſo. 
* give 
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„ ive thee for 4 light to the Guile, that 
_ © thou mayeſt be my. ſalvation unto the ends of 
* theearth.” I. 49.6. | 


Lindſey, p. 1 34- 


Rank. ] Every rule of fair criticiſm 
will compel us to acknowledge the ſame in- 
dividual ſubſiſtence, in the beginning of 
the chapter ſliled the Mord, to be fignified 
in theſe verſes by the term Light. But this 
interpretation. Mr. Lindſey rejects, becauſe 
it tallies not with the general doctrine he has 
adopted: aad ſuppoſes the Word to ſignify 
one * and the Light another. 


V. 10. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew bim not.] 
From the beginning of the world, by his 
* ordinary providence, and by many ex- 
« traordinary interpoſitions, God was con- 
<« ſtantly preſent among men, who are te 

eſpecial _ 
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2 eſpecial creatures of his love! And it 
«© was their fault, that they knew him 


„ : v | 
Lindley, pi\tgy. | 


REMARk. ] The alluſion to the wiſdom 
of God, and Chriſt, this expoſitor ſuppoſes, 
with Le Clerc, to be now dropped; and the 
word be to ſignify God himſelf. So that ac. 
cording to his mode of interpretation we | 
are to underſtand the Evangeliſt, as firſt 
alluding to God's attribute of wiſdom ; then 


at verſe the 7th, changing the alluſion, from 


the wiſdom of God, to Jeſus Chriſt ;* and 
tken at verſe the zoth, changing it agai 
ene 2 


* In his expoſition of the ſeventh verſe, the ſams 
ame for a Witneſs, to bear Mitneſi of t he Light, that 
all Men through him might believe. © John Baptiſt 
© came from God, to teſtify,” ſays Mr. Lindley, 
that JESUS was the Meſſiah, the laſt and mot 
perfect revealer of the will of God, that through 
< his teſtimony, all Men might believe in him.” 
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and ſpeaking of God, not under his attri- 
bute of wiſdom, but, to uſe his own phraſe, 
direfly in perſon. All this chicanery has, 
it muſt be acknowledged, much the air of 
a true and faithful expoſition: where every - 
thing is ſuppoſed, and an authority aſſum- 
ed to „ at will. | 


'In the verſe immediately following, it is 


added, HE came to his own, and his own re- 


ceived him not. If the word HE ſignify God 


in the 10th verſe, it muſt alſo have the 
_ fame ſignification in the 11th; but the aſ- 


ſertion is true neither in one inſtance, nor . 
the other. It is not true that God was, in 


his ordinary providence, in the world; and 


the world, in that providence, did not ac- 


knowledge him; or that thoſe people, who' 


were more immediately under his protec- 
tion, did not receive him. The Heathens 
believed the ſuperintendance of Providence 

. in 
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in the adminiſtration of the world ; as wit- _ 
neſs many treatiſes of theirs, written expreſs- | 


ly on the ſubject. And as to the Jews, the 


acknowledgment of God and his Provi- 5 


dence was univerſal among them. But .it 
is true, that Chriſt was in the world; and 


the world, a few individuals excepted, knew 5 


him not. And the paſſage ſo interpreted, 
the climax i is beautiful; be came 1% bis own, 


thoſe of his own nation and lineage, and 


even * recerved him not. 


V. 12, 13. 8 * 10 


them gave he power to become the ſons of C, 
even to them that believe on his name: mib 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of i 


Remark.) The word in the original 
is 7% without the article, and ought there- 


fore to have been tranſlated, not, ie ſons 


of 


+ 1 


EY. 4 0 
= 
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of God, but, Sons of God. All true difct 
ples of Chriſt, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
were fo far ſons of God, as being made by 
him joint heirs of the promiſes, which he 
delivered. To this paſſage the Apoſtle 
to the Romans ſeems to allude, and in this 

clear and obyious ſenſe explains it. De 
WMirit igſelf witneſſeth with our ſpirit, that we 
ure m Ow children God: and if children, 
beirs of the inheritance of God; being made 
Joint heirs with Chrift, that if we ſuffer with 

him, wwe may with him alſo be glorified. Rom. 
8,17. rens Ow does not denote THE ſons 
of God, in the ſame eminent fenſe, in which 
Chriſt is termed 5 vis ©w, THE Son of God, 
in an eminent and peculiar manner, as will 
be more particularly obſerved in the verſe 
immediately following. 


V. 14. And the word was made fleſb, and 
dwelt among us and we beheld bis glory, the 
7 80 gl 
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glory as of the only bens of N Full 
of grace and truth.) © Divine wiſdom was. 


jn the fulleſt manner communicated tothe 


„man Jeſus Chriſt. It reſided in him; 
« diſplaying by him its favours and com- 
« munications to us, far beyond what were 
enjoyed under Moſes's diſpenſation.” 

Lindſey, p. 136, 137. 


Remark.) From this expolition one 
would ſuppoſe the paſſage to have been, 
„% The Word aſſumed Fleſh,” ©* taberna- 
« cled in Fleſh,” or the like. But no ſuch 
thing: the words are 5 Moyes trunrere agg, the 
Word, or the Wiſdom, was made Fleſh.  - 
And the Logos, adds the Evangeliſt, ſo 

made Fleſh, dwelt, or tabernacled, among 
us ; full of grace and truth. Theſe laſt words 
would ill apply to the mere abſtract term 
Wiſdom, and plainly denote That Logos, 
the Word, or Wiſdom, to be a real ex- 


iſtence. 2 
When 
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When 8 ſuppoſe their e to 
: ſpeak what he never ſpoke; it is no difficult 
matter to repreſent him,” as meaning what 
he never meaned. This is moſt frequent 
with the Socinian writers, and indeed, with- 
out ſuch liberty aſſumed, they would have 
no ground to ſtand on. | 
The word Mwyons our author affirms, to 
imply no ſingular or higher kind of producti- 
on, than that of other men. And the ground, 
on which he reſts that criticiſm, is a ſingle paſ- 
ſage in the epiſtle to the Hebrews; in which 
that term is by the apoſtle e to Iſaac. 
Zy faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Iſaac ; and he that received the promiſes offer- 
ed up Te wereyorn, bis only born ſon. Heb. 11. 
17. But by no force whatever can the 
word f be brought with propriety to 
the ſignification, my expoſitor would force 


on it ; ſuch as beloved, or moſt beloved, Not 
even 
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eren in the paſſage, he adduces in proof 

that the word is uſed in this ſenſe, has it 
ſuch import. Iſaac is ſtiled the only born ſon of 

Abraham , notwithſtanding Hagar had borne 
Iſhmael to him ; becauſe he was in an emi- 

nent 'and peculiar ſenſe his ſon. He was 
his only born, legitimate and legal ſon; 

born of his wife Sarai, of free and equal 

parents. Whereas Iſhmael was born of an 
Egyptian bond ſervant. - And ſuch the Law 
conſidered not as ſons, in the matter of in- 
heritance ; but gave it even to the younger, 
if born of a free woman, and eſpouſed wife. 
So, Gen. 25. 5. Abraham, we learn, gave all 
that he had to Iſaac. Such inheritance, to which 
the firſt-born, if there were more legitimate 
ſons than one, or only-born, if there was 
but one, ſucceeded, is called ae Thus, 
when Iſaac had made Jacob lord over his bro- 
ther, Eſau complained that Jacob had ſup- 
planted him, and taken his er,, his 
rights 
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rights of Primogeniture, "i him. So Chriſt 
is ſtiled ne, the only born or only be- 
gotten ſon of God, in an eminent and pe- 
culiar manner. And ſuch deſcription of 
him, his miraculous production, born of a 
virgin, and without a human father, which 
I ſuppoſe Mr. Lindſey grants, for Dr. Prieſt- 


. ley does, abundantly juſtifies. 


Mr. Lindſey however with infinite mo- 
deſty aſſerts, that, inſtead of only born, John 
ought to have written, moft beloved. Leſt 
the reader may think I miſrepreſent my 
expolitor, as in this inſtance riſing almoſt 
above himſelf: I will beg leave to cite his 
own words. Beloved, or moſt beloved, 
** would certainly better expreſs the Apo- 
** ſtle's meaning, when applied to Iſaac; and 
no leſs St. John's, when applied to Chriſt.”* 
Now the terms, that would beſt have ex- 
| preſſed 


_ ® Lindfey Seq. to Apol. p. 139. 
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preſſed his meaning, are the terms which 
he certainly ought to have uſed, But ths 
Evangeliſt, probably knowing his own 
meaning as well as Mr. Lindſey himfelf 
could know it, choſe, as we may carididly 
allow, the words beſt calculated aptly to 
expreſs it. The thought however is a very 
happy one; and it is an unfortunate cifr- 
cumſtance for the Chriſtian world, that 
Mr. Lindſey had not exiſted ſeventeen hun- 
dred years ago; and, when St. John wrote 
his Goſpel, ſtood at the Rvangehſt's elbow : 
the expoſition, on which I have preſum- 
ed to remark, will afford a ſpecimen of 
What an improved Goſpel we ""_ have 
expected. 

At laſt,“ obferves our expoſitor, St. 
John arrives at his principal propuſi- 
tion.“ Better late, than never. But if 

1 Ve 


»Lindſey from Ahauzit, p. 149. 
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ve attend to the plain ſenſe, and obvious 
meaning of the words; we ſhall be con- 


vinced, that he ſet out with his great pro- 


poſition from the beginning of his Goſpel: 


the account of Chriſt's origin and miniſtry. 
And with that, according to the Socinian 

Repreſentation, what connection the ge- 
neral reflections on the Epicurean philoſo- 


phy, and Pagan theology, ſuppoſed to be 


contained in the prefatory verſes of his Go- 
ſpel, can have; ſuch is my hebetude of 
mind, I muft confeſs I cannot diſcern, 


The whole ſcope of his Goſpel was not 
to prove the Epicurean philoſophy wicked, 
or the Pagan theology falſe; but to con- 
vince the world, and more particularly his 


own countrymen, that Jeſus Chriſt was the 
real Meſſiah, and that he was alſe the Son 


of God: to perfuade the Jews, that they 


were miſtaken in the opinion they had en- 


tertained 
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tertained of him, as being a great and pow- 
erful prince; for that the glories, which had 
been prophetically applied to him, were not 
the dazzling glories, which gild this tranſito- 
ry ſcene of things; but that Heaven was the 
country, from whence he came; and that 
his kingdom was not of this world. 


V. 14. Wiſdom was made Fleſh.) „ But 
« properly ſpeaking, wiſdom cannot be 


*+* made fleſh.” 8 
Lindſey, p. 150. 


REMARRE.] I confeſs I ſee no great ne- 
ceſſity for calling a figure to our aſſiſtance: 
the poſſibility, or impoſſibility of the thing, 
depends on the power, or impotence of the 
Deity : for the aſſertion implies no con- 
tradition in terms, If the call it 
wiſdom, or word, was not an attribute of 
the Deity, but a real diſtinct exiſtence ; then 


it 


x 

* 
ns 

* 
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it certainly was not iwpoſiivle; that infinite 
power ſhould tranſmute that exiſtence into 
another. The 'Evanpeliſt ſays, it was ſo 
rranſmiited ; and therefore I am to con- 


clude, that it was not an attribute of the 


Deity, but a'real diſtin exiſtence. 


Whenever an aſſertion of the Evangeliſt 
ſquares not with the general opinions, that 
our expofitor hath adopted; it is not unfre- 
quent with him to affirm, that St. John in- 
tended to fay ſuch and ſuch things: and 


ſometimes, as hath been already obſerved, “ 


that he ought to have aid them. If we 
may allow ourfelves in ſuch a mode of ex- 
Potinding the ſeriprures, as this: they will 
indeed Become all things to all men. Propriety 
of ſpeech diſregarded, and figurative inter- 


pretations variouſly adapted to our diffe- 
rem humours and caprice; we ſhould have 


juſt 
See Free Exam. p. 80 
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juſt as many evangeliſts, as cap of 
them: ſo various and diſcrepant, that the 
light of the goſpel would become darkneſs; 
and the ſingle- minded votary of Chriſt, in- 
ſtead of living in the truth, would find him- 
ſelf involved in doubt, and r and 
labyrinths of error. 


Mr. Lindſey concludes this chapter wi 
what he acknowledges to be à well authen- 
ticated account of a very remarkable effect, 
produced by the caſual reading of this pro- 
logue of St. John's gofpel. And he quotes 
this account, becauſe, as he informs us, 
ſome leſs judicious perſons have thought it a 
confirmation of the commonly received opi- 

nion of Chriſt being the Logos. 


I wiſh our expoſitor nocd be ſo ali 
ſcending as to explain, how the account of 
Franciſcus Junius can be ſuppoſed a confir- 

mation 
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mation of the commonly received opinion 
of Chriſt being the Logos. I do think it a 
proof, that Junius ſo underſtood the Evan- 
geliſt's meaning: but he flouriſhed in the 
fifteenth century; and I ſcarcely conceive, 
any one will admit the opinion of ſo late a 
writer to be a confirmation of the truth of 
the doctrine he may have adopted. 


The words of 3 are theſe. No- 
vum illud teſtamentym, divinitus obla- 
_ « Jatum, aperio: aliud agenti exhibet ſe 
mihi aſpectu primo auguſtiſſimum illud 
Caput Evangeliſtæ & Apoſtoli: In prin- 
« cipio erat verbum, &c. Lego partem capi- 
„tis, & ita commoveor legens, ut repente 
4 divinitatem argumenti, & ſcripti ma- 
e jeſtatem auctoritatemque ſenſerim, longo 
& intervallo omnibus eloquentiz humane 
e fluminibus præeuntem. Hærebat corpus; 
6 ſtupebat animus ; et totum illum diem 


fic © 


FREE EXAMINATION. 87 


* ſic afficiebar, ut qui eſſem, ipſe mit vi- 
derer incertus eſſe.” 4 


Now for a piece of criticiſm, acute 
enough to throw the leſs judicious Longinus 
at a diſtance. ** This portion of holy ſcrip- 
< ture,” ſays our expoſitor, ** was inſtru- 
mental by the providence of God, with- 
out which nothing happens, in bringing 
him off from irreligious principles, to 
the belief of the Chriſtian religion, to 
e piety and a good life. But it muſt not 
de ſuppoſed to have been owing to any 
« peculiar efficacy in the words or ſenti- 
«© ments themſelves, to make an unbeliever . 
a Chriſtian: of which they are utterly 
' +6 uncapable.” 


Againſt this aſſertion of Mr. Lindley I 
ſhall take the liberty of contraſting the au- 
thority of Junius himſelf; ** I accidentally,” 

|. mn 
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fays he, © in my father's: library, took up 
e the New Teſtament; and opening it, 
* while my thoughts were otherwiſe en- 
« caged, on the firſt glance that moſt ſub- 
lime chapter of the Evangeliſt and Apoſtle 
John preſents itſelf to me. In the Begin- 
5 ming was the word, Sc. Part of the chapter I 
read, and in reading it became inſtantly 
* ſtruck with the divinity of the ſubject, 
and the majeſty and authority of the com- 
4 poſition, as infinitely ſurpaſſing the moſt 
* animated flow of human eloquence.” &c. 
This I take to be a direct denial of Mr. 
pat nb aſſertion. He ſays, Junius's 
* infidel principles were not ſhook by any 
« peculiar efficacy in the words or ſenti- 


< ments themſelves.” Junius on the con- 


trary expreſsly aſſerts, they were: adding, 
&* from that time, when God had ſo pow- 
4 erfully poſſeſſed me with the influence 
of his ſpirit, I began to have leſs re- 
* liſh for all other ſtudies and purſuits.” 
That 
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That the peruſal of this firſt part of St. 
John's Goſpel ſnould have had ſuch an ef- 
fect on the mind of Junius, as to cauſe ſo 
wonderful a change in his principles, and 
ſo thorough a reformation of manners, as 
he repreſents, was, it muſt be acknowledged, 
under Providence. But the inſtrumentality, 

by which this was effected, if we will believe 
Junius, on his own word, ** was the divinity 
*© of the ſubjef, and the majeſiy and 1 
** of the compaſition. 


Mr. Lindſey however aſſerts, that. fuck 
change of principles, or reformation of 
manners, could not be wrought by any 

« peculiar efficacy in the words or ſenti- 
ment: becauſe they are incapable of 


« it,” If I underſtand the nature of 


the aſſertion, and the ground on which it 
is advanced; they amount to this: we could 
not hear the clock at ſuch a diſtance, be- 
cauſe the clock, at ſuch a diſtance, could 
not ſtrike loud enough to be heard. 
5 But 
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But in ſpite of ſuch arguments, Junius 
muſt be allowed to know his own feelings, 
better than Mr. Lindſey : and muſt have 
been beſt able to explain the manner, in 
which the paſſage operated upon him. And 
he muſt have very little taſte, and be a cold 


and phlegmatic critic indeed; who does .. 


not know, who has not felt, that a ſublime 
ſubject, bold ſentiment, and animated dic- 
tion, will in an extraordinary manner tran- 
ſport the mind, 'command opinions, and 
even change purpoſes, | 


Mr. Lindſey adds, that . before ſuch 
effect could be wrought on rational 
* grounds, enquiry muſt have been made, 
* who the writer was, what the value and 
& credibility of his teſtimony ; and full ſa- 
© tisfaction have been obtained on theſe 
„points.“ Very well: then this effect was 
not wrought on rational grounds; for Ju- 

nius 
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nius ſays, it operated infantaneouſly. ** Lego 
partem capitis, & ita commoveor legens, 

© ut-REPENTE divinitatem argumenti, & 
' ſcripti majeſtatem auctoritatemque ſen- 
ſerim. The fact, if we rely on Junius's 
own — 4 of it, is incontrovertible; it 
was inſtantaneous too; and was effected 
by the divinity of the ſubject, and the ma- 
jeſty, and authority of the compoſition. 


Tt will perhaps be replied, that Junius, 
before he read the chapter here alluded to, 
was well acquainted with the character of 
St. John, as well as with the general facts 
contained in his relation. Be that granted: 
they had made no impreſſion on him; he 

remained to the very time, when he read 
thoſe prefatory verſes, an infidel in priuci- 
ples, and a libertine in practice. Indeed if 
he really had acquainted himſelf with theſe 
circumſtances before, he muſt have been the 

| T.. 


92 | 
more ſtrongly confirmed in the principles of 
"infidelity, and his converſion therefore have 


been the more difficult to be effected. And 5 
it was effected on reading this portion · of 


feripture, not by abſtruſe reaſonings, not 
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' by any particular enquiries then made into 
the character of the writer, or into the weight 
and credibility of his teſtimony; but mere- 
ly by the ſublimity of the ſubject, and the 
majeſty and authoritative dignity of ſtile, 


in which he enters upon it. And if, ad- 
mitting the ſenſe, in which Junius under- 
ſtood theſe verſes, Mr. Lindſey can diſcover 


in them, no ſuch dignity of compoſition, ' 

T pity his taſte ; if, in the Socinian interpre- 
tation of them, he do find that ſublimity of 
ſentiment, and dignity of ſtile, I admire his 


acuteneſs and penetration, 


It is not eaſy to conceive what could have 


n. the drift of our ingenious expoſitor in 
en 
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 - Introducing this : anecdote of Fran 
Junius; except for the ſake of Pe | 
his abilities in the province of criticiſm : to 
which I am happy to bear a proper teſtimo- | 
ny. Had, we not from other works of 

Junius been well acquainted. with his opinion 
on the ſubject; this account of his had been 
ſufficient proof, that he underſtood the 
Logos of St. John to denote a diſtinct ex- 

iſtence, who had Being before the world 
was, and in fulneſs of time was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us, and ſtiled himſelf 
2 the Son of God. 


The apoſtle aſſerts, that great is the myſtery 
of godlineſs, Chrift manifeſted in, the fleſp. = | 
if in this fact there be no myſtery the 

apoſtle advances an untruth. The incarna- 
tion therefore of the Son I, God, which 
muſt be a doctrine above the comprehenſion 
of our reaſon, or elle it is no myſtery, is a 


doctrine 
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doctrine on that account not to be rejected: 
or, to place the argument in a ſtronger - 
point of light, it is a doctrine, which, on 
the authority of an apoſtle we are juſtified 
in aſſerting, muſt exceed our comprehenſi- 
on; it is a myſtery, not oply beyond the 


Th graſp of human underſtanding, but ſuch as 


the Angels themſelves have defired to look into. 
Yet though a myſtery, and as ſuch exceed- 
ing our comprehenſion, it is not therefore an 
impoſſibility : Omnipotence being equal to 
ſo ſtupendous an effect. 


But Mr. Lindſey, diſpoſed to flouriſh on 
this piece of hiſtory, determines to prove, 
that all, who thought Junius underſtood his 
own meaning, were men of very inferior judz- 
ment; and that Junius neither knew what 
in the preface of St. John's goſpel he him- 
| ſelf admired, nor why he admired it. Juni- 

ys affirms, he was ſtruck with the divinity 
of 
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of the ſentiment, and the commanding dig- 
nity of the compoſition. But Mr. Lindſey 
aſſerts, he was affected, in the extraordina- 
ry manner he deſcribes, on no ſuch ground, - 
And indeed, admitting the interpretation of 
that part of ſcripture, which this expoſitor 
has been pleaſed to adopt; it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that there is not only no ray of divi- 
nity in it, but ſcarcely common ſenſe. 
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APPENDIX: 


CONTAINING 


_ Obſervations on the arguments advanced, in a late 
publication, by Mr. LIN DSEVY, againft the 
dberrine of the pre-exiſtente of Chriſt. 


THE arguments, lately tendered to the 
public by Mr. Lindſey, in proof of the real 
and abſolute humanity of Chriſt r, are uſh- 
ered in with a „N. B. It ſhould be attend- 
ed to, that this preface of St. John's goſ- 
e pel does not contain the words of Chriſt, 
„but only the ſentiments of one of his 
„ Apoſtles, with which he judged it proper 
to begin his hiſtory of his great maſter,” 
And from this obſervation if I be to infer, 
that the veracity of the Evangeliſt, when in 
his own perſon he ſpeaks of Chriſt, is not 
to be altogether depended on; inſtead of a 


N. B., it deſerves a note of «dinirntcar And 
this is the inference elſe what is the ground 


O of 


+ Diſſertation on the prefatory verſes of S. John's * 


goſpel, by the Rev. Theoph. Lindſey, M. A. 


5 


—— 
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of diſtinction between what he aſſerts of 
Chriſt, and what he records as 5 ſpoken by 
Chriſt himſelf ? 9 75 


Mr. Lindſey's firſt proof, that Chriſt is 
not the Logos, by which St. John aſſerts all 
things to have been made, reſts on the 
ſtrength of the preceding obſervation. Je- 
4 ſus, © ſays he, never ſtiles himſelf God.“ 
Jeſus, it is to be obſerved, ſpoke little of 
himſelf : he generally appealed to his works, 
in proof of his divinity ; remarking, that 
thoſe are they, which teſtify of me. He has how- 
ever himſelf declared, in contradiſtinction to 
the common original of mankind, that he 15 
from above: and has aſſerted, that he enjoyed 
glory with the Father before the world exiſted: 
which I conceive to be ample teſtimony of. 
his pre-exiſtence. And if his Evangeliſts' 
and Apoſtles have declared him to be ws 5 
I muſt either deny their authority, or ac- 
knowledge his divinity 
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The ſecond proof inſiſted on is, that 

the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament 33 
throughout ſpeak but of one perſon, one 

„ Jehovah, as God by himſelf alone, and 
Creator of all things.” And yet the 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament do men- 
tion another perſon, and by ſo high a title 
as Immanuel. And St. Matthew infers the A 
propriety of ſtiling Chriſt ſuch, from his de- 
claration, that, in him is that prophecy fulfilled. 
Now, if the title of God, applied to the 
Meſſiah, had, in the moſt diſtant manner, 
interfered with the acknowledged unity of 
the ſupreme, eternal God ; the great pro- - 
Phet of the Jews, we may aſſure ourſelves, 
would not have adopted ſuch a language. 


Chriſt tiles himſelf the Son Cad, in a 

peculiar and eminent ſenſe of the word, 
and in diſtinction from the reſt of mankind; _ | 
who are ſometimes termed Sons or Children* _. _ 
of God, and are taught to addreſs God as 
* See Free Examination, p. 76. 2 
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their common Father. He is by the Evan- 
gelift John repeatedly ſtiled the only begotten 
Son , Cod; and by fore of the Fathers, 
«vrovie* The terms Father and Son are ac- 
commiodated to our ideas; and, when con- 
ſidered together with thoſe other high marks 
of diſtinction, which Chriſt ſometimes ap- 
plies to himſelf, denote ſome peculiar and 
near relation. As to the affertion, that “ if 
the diſciple had declared Chrift to be S 
„ he would have produced ſome authority 
“for it:“ I confeſs. myſelf at a loſs to 
conceive, what kind of authority Mr. Lind- 
ſey would require. I have always ſuppoſed, 
thar the apoſtles and evangeliſts had divine 
authority for whatever doctrines they taught: 
and their aſſertions are ſufficient authority 
for my aſſent. 


The moſt material obſervation in his thind 
proof is a N. B. Thoſe paſſages in St. 
© Paul's 


+ Certum eſt, pronomen avre ſignificare ipſiſſimam 
rei veritatem. Bull. Fid. Nic. Def. 
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Paul's Epiſtles, Eph. iii. 9. Col. i. 15, 

4 19. which, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſay, that 
© by bim all ibis were created that are in 
„Heaven, and that are on earth; vifible un 
© mvifible, Ac. refer not to the firſt creation 
cf all things, but to the new moral cre- 
ation and reformation of mankind, by 
the preaching of Chriſt,” This is the 
doctrine of Socinus, on Which I have afrea- 
dy remarked :* but as Mr. Lindſey hath 
judged the obſervation worth retailing, 1 
will pay a more particular attention to it. 


And 1ſt, It ought to be conſidered, that 
thoſe paſſages in Scripture, to which Mr. 
Lindſey refers, do in their primary and ob- 
vious ſenſe plainly declare the firſt creation 
of things: and we are not to ſeek for figu- 
rative meanings, except when the literal 
one implies a contradiction to reaſon, or to 
other 


* See Free Exam. p. 37. 


* 
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other clear, direct, and poſitive texts of 
ſcripture, For, if this were admitted, the 
doctrines of the New Teſtament could not 


be conſidered as a general rule of faith or 
practice; but muſt be liable, as whim and ima- 


gination led, by every fanciful reader to be 


frittered away. It is acknowledged, that 


the ſcripture of the Old Teſtament repre- 
ſents Jehovah, as the Creator of all 
things: it is alſo aſſerted, that the prefa- 
tory verſes of St. John's Goſpel; and thoſe _ 


paſſages in St. Paul's Epiſtles, cited by Mr. 


Lindſey, do by no means contradict that 
repreſentation; ſuppoſing Jehovah the prime 
Agent, or firſt Cauſe; creating all things 


vy or through the i ee of the 


Logos. 


There is a great ſimilarity between the 


beginning of the hiſtory of the Creation by 


GPA and the prefatory verſes of St. John's 
Goſ pel. 


1 
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Sof pel. In both paſſages, the words, tranſ- 


lated in our language beginning, ſeem only 
to have reference to the creation of this 


world: which, as reaſon and revelation 


unite in evincing, began to exiſt not 6000 
years ago: a ſmall period of that incompre- 
henſible circle of duration, which we call 
eternity. Moſes, in that ſublimity of ſtile, 
which is noticed by Longinus, proceeds— 
God ſaid, let there be light, and there was 
light imply ing, that by the woxp of God 


was framed the beautiful fabric of this vi- 


ſible world. And St. John, agreeably to 
the mode of expreſſion adopted by Moſes, 
calls that divine exiſtence, by or through 
whom, de e, as alſo the Apoſtle writes, 


Cod made the world, the Logos, or Word; 


that very Word, which was * made 
fleſh, and dwelt among us. 


2. The ſameneſs of expreſſion, in the 


paſſages of the Evangeliſt and the Apoſtle, 


indicates 
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indicates an alluhon to the ſame thing : 
which, if underſtood in their primary and 

Ateral ſenſe, is the caſe; if, as Mr. Lindſey 

contends, in a figurative ſenſe, they allude 

to very different things: one deſcribing the 
creation of the world by the wiſdom of 

God ; the other, the moral creation and 


reformation of mankind by he preaching 
of Chrift. 


— 


A 3d Reaſon, for not ſo readily ſub- 
ſcribing to the perſuaſive powers of Mr. 
Lindſey's N. B: is the difficulty of appre- 
hending, how things in Heaven, as well as 
thoſe an earih, and invjſible things, as well as 
uifible, can, with propriety, be included © in 
'- *thenew moral Creation and Reformation of 
* Mankind.” Whereas the meaning of the 
_ paſſage, ſuppoſing it to allude, as in its pri- 
mary ſenſe it certainly does, to the firſt 
Creation of things, is plain and obvious: 
attended 
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attended with no difficulty whatever, ex- 
cept one; that it militates directly againſt 
the Soeinian creed. | 


Mr. Lindſey, as a fourth proof, that 
Chriſt is not the Logos, obſerves that Mat- 
„ thew, Mark, and Luke have not de- 
** clared him ſuch.” In reply to this ob- 
ſervation, it would be ſufficient to aſk, whe- 
ther we are to believe no account of the 
tranſactions, doctrines, and miracles of 
Chriſt, on the authority of only one Evan- 
geliſt. But in fact, thoſe three Evangeliſts, 
though they have not treated of the divi- 
nity of Chriſt ſo fully as St. John has done, 
yet are by no means ſo ſilent on the ſub- 
ject, as Mr. N is willing to ſuppoſe 
them. 


And it is a generally allowed tradition, as 
he in his fifth proof acknowledges, that St. 
P | John 
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John a his narrative of Chit, to 
ſupply the deficiencies of the three other 
Evangeliſts, whoſe hiſtories he had peruſed. 
* But this, © adds he, is ſaid without proof.” 
The tradition, however, is an antient one; 
and I am ſure, he has offered no good proof 
in confutation of it : unleſs you will take his 
aſſertion, for one; that St. John declares, 
* he wrote not to prove Jeſus to be the ſu- 
„ preme God, or an inferior God, the under 
* creator of the world.“ It is very true, 
that St. John ſays, theſe are written, that ye 
might believe that. Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
of God. But by what rule of logic does he 
infer from hence, the Evangeliſt's declara- 
tion that he wrote not to prove him to 
* have been inftrumental in this world's 
&* creation? Does the term, Sox or Gop, 
exclude the idea of creative power? On 
the contrary, if in him, as emphatically 
THE Son of God, the power of the Father 
| dwelkth 
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| dwellth bodily Mr. Lindſey's ingenuity 


perhaps will find ſome difficulty, in dra v 
ing the line, that ſhall bound that power. 
In the miracle of the loaves and fiſhes, he 
plainly exerciſed a creative power: and if in 

this ſtate of humiliation, he was equal to 


ſuch a power; he certainly might, in a prior 
and ſuperior ſtate, exerciſe it in a more etni- 
nent degree. So that, though John wrote 
to prove that Jeſus was THE Son op God; 
that title does by no means exclude the 


implication of his having been the efficient. 


cauſe of this world's creation. 


The fixth proof is, that St. John ** never 
4 afterwards, throughout his whole hiſtory 


of Chriſt, aſcribed this name to him, or 


in any ſhape referred to this name and 
character, as belonging to him.” The 


title by which Jeſus was uſually acknow- 
ed, was the Chriſt, the Son of God; and how 


7 
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far the title, when aſcribed to Jeſas, oft the 


Son of God, might include the Logos, I 
cannot determine; nor do I know any rule, 
that will aſcertain it. That ** ſo ſolemn 


manner and pompous beginning,” terms: 


which Mr. Lindſey is pleaſed to apply to 
the preface of St. John's Goſpel, do. cer- 
tainly indicate ſomething doctrinal, ſome. 
great and ſublime truth. And a doctrine, | 
once clearly and expreſsly delivered, wants 
not tautology and N to give it 
weight. 


Mr. Lindſey's ſeventh and laſt proof, and, 
indeed he muſt have been hard preſſed for 
a ſeventh proof, to urge it, is, that St. 
* John had often a retroſpect to this pre- 
& face of his Goſpel, and to the term Lo- 
gos, the Word, made uſe of by him in 
<« it, in that true ſenſe in which we are 
* N it, as ſignifying the Word, 
N N * Wiſdom, 


4 
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„ Wiſdom, or Power of God, as John xiv. 
« 9, 10, 11. He, who hath ſeen me, bath 
„ ſeen the Father I am in the Father, and 
* the Father in me; the Father that dwelleth 
„in me, doeth the works. See allo John i. 
“ 14. itt. 34. v. 19, 20, &c. vil, 16, 17. 
„viii. 16, 38, 40. x. 25, 30, 37, 38. xi. 
* 41. xi. 44, 45, 49, 50. Xii. 3, 20. Xv. 
4 I, xvii. 8, 9, IO, Il, 12, 21, 22, 236 - 


Now, I would be glad to know, on ſup- 
poſition that Chriſt was the Logos, whether 
he, who was alſo ſaid to be the expreſs mage 
of the Father, might not with propriety. de- 
clare, he, who hath ſeen me, hath ſeen THE 
 FarTugr. The reader who will take the 
trouble to conſult all thoſe texts, cited by 
Mr. Lindſey, will find them very foreign 
to the preſent point of conteſt. They are 
perfecty conſiſtent with the doctrine of 


| Chriſt being the Logos a more con- 
ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with it, than with that other doArind ; 


which ſuppoſes him abſolutely and merely 


Though nothing that has been urged in 
the preceding pages, requires me to con- 
trovert Mr. Lindſey's aſſertion of the in- 
different uſe of the article 5, I cannot for- 
bear expreſſing my opinion, that it has a 
greater ſignificancy than he is ready to 
acknowledge. And in ſupport of this opi- 
nion may be produced one of the moſt re- 
ſpectable living authorities,“ and many very 
high ones of antiquity. Euſebius from Juſ- 
un Martyr, whom we muſt ſuppoſe to have 
well underſtood the niceties of the language 
in which he wrote, affirms, that 5 © ſig- 
nifies the God ſupreme, but ®ws, without 
the article, ſimply God, or a Divinity. And 

| | this 


* Lowth's Introd. to Gram. p. 32. 


" 
* 
«ws 
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this rule is, in the nominative caſe, gene- 


rally obſerved by the writers of the New 
Teſtament. @ws, without the article, is ap- 
plied to the Supreme Being in very few 


exception to the general rule, may, I think, 
be accounted for.“ 


* ©; applied to God ſupreme has always in the 
nomirative caſe, the article 6 prefixt: except in the 
following inſtances. | | 


John 8. 54. 0 vpticg AvytTty ors Otos UW? 151. 
2 Cor. 6. 16. g avrwy Ges, x24 curl tor, flo et · 


Heb. 11. 16. % eM auvrus Oe, Ons 


i sj avroy. 
Apoc. 21. 3. 5 ©40g $504 Ar aura, O65 cru. 


V. 7. tee 4uTY Ot05y xa4 GUT; $54 660i 6 dg. 


> 


Ot in one paſſage only, with the article 6 prefixt, 


is applied to Chriſt, Joh. 20. v. 28. 5 ages len, unt 
5 x95 evi a doubtful paſſage, which has by ſome: 


paſlages: and in thoſe: few inſtances, * the 


> 2 6 
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The niſertion, or acidic of the article, 


i ſometimes determined by the Euphony ; 
ſometimes. 


been ſuppoſed an apoſtrophe to Te Faru. And at 
the ſame time, that the prefix article in ſome meaſure 
juſtifies ſuch an interpretation; the ſo abrupt and ſo- 
lemn exclamation, if the paſſage be thus underſtood, 
gives a pertinency to the article, though in this in- 
ance uſed conjunctively with the relative pronoun. 


From theſe inſtances I am induced to think, that 
when the word ©, though denoting THz FATHER, 
is uſed conj junctively with a pronoun relative, ſuch 

as des, wer, wvrwr, &c. the uſe of the prefix 5 is 

indifferent, and generally omitted. | 


Ono; is alſo uſed without the prefix s, 1 Theſſ. 2. 5. 
© Orog pecezrvs: The phraſe is trite and common: and, 
- uſed as ſuch by the Heathens, referred not properly 

to the one ſupreme God, the Jehovah of the Jews; 
but indiſeriminately to one of the multitude of Dei- 
ties, that ſwelled the Heathen mythology. The ex- _ 
preſſion is adopted by the apoſtle: and though his 

idea applied the word to the one true God; yet, as 
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en ee it is ſignificant and emphatical 
and ſometimes both ſound and ſenſe require 


Q ; r | it: 5 


ric n required, he does not 3 the arti- ä 


cle 5 & but retains the Heathen form. 


a e for ade int 


diſtinction, as that of the Supreme Being, only ſelf- 
originated, and the cauſe of all; and St. Paul, 
the apoſtle of the Gentiles, might in ſome in- 
ſtances / accommodate hiniſelf to their mode of ex- 
preflion. Thus, Gal. 2. 6. ge , O10; arlcwry ou 
| Auppoarts. Orc; is in this paſſage uſed in oppoſition 
to age, which immediately follows, and means 


not abſolutely the Supreme God, but the Divine 


Nature. In both terms, O and and, we find 
the article omitted; and the paſſage,” which is a 
parentheſis, may be thus interpreted: The Divine 
Nature is too high and exalted, to entertain any 
4 preference or predilection for particular men.“ 


2 Cor. 5. 19. ©w;, without the article, ſeems to 


| have the ſame ſignification, as in John 1. 1; and to 
mean not the God ſupreme, but that Divinity, which 


— 
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it; as in the following inſtance: Heb. 1. 5. 
e Us ee eee . f. ur 
not us Tor were, ws ren 407; Which would both 
hurt the ear, and corrupt the ſenſe: and eve- 
ry one ſees would be improper ; though 
grammarians have laid down no rules to 
aſcertain the impropriety of it. A nice ear 
however, and familiarity with the language, 
will in general enable the reader to jadge 
with ſome degree of precifion, where it has 
igniicaneys 


Chriſt in himſelf poſſeſſed, ©64s i r 


oy paſſage parallel with the above we have 1 Tim. 
3, 16: in which the word ©, without the article, 
is uſed in the ſamerſenſe; Sts «Purigutn v regu. 


If there be any propriety in the above remarks, 
the uſe of the article gives a peculiar beauty to 
the following paſſage; in which we find it parti- 
cularly emphatica] en Oles n #644, ' whoſe Ae, | 
God is their __ N 
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| ſignificancy, and 1850 harmony is conſult- 
ed. And this, I have no doubt, the taſte 
and learning of Dr. Lowth» enabled him 
with facility and accuracy to diſtinguiſh ; 
who therefore admitted the uſe of the arti- 
cle; at the ſame time obſerving, it had 
puzzled all grammarians to reduce that uſe 
to any clear and certain rules. 
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